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HLAT which hath prevailed with us to publift 
this Treatife, is, that we might give thofe many 
who have defired it, and all that {hall vouch{afe to 
read it, an impartial Account of what hath come 
| ag to our knowledge concerning the Dreadful Fforror 
“of Confeience, and Deplorable End of Mr. John Child: .Z# bu 
Touthful days, a zealous Profeffor of Religion ; inhis Riper years, 
aBack/lider from God, under pretence of Change of his Opinion : 
I) A Negleéler of Publick Worfhip, uot only in the way he bad for- 
| merly profest, but in that alfo which of late years, in his Difcourfes 
and Arguments, be preferred before the other. ; 

- @nder the fpecious fhew of promoting a more full and firm 
Onion amongst all good Proteftants; a great Calumniator of 
his Brethren, publickly charging many of them in general, as guil- 
ty of fuch Crimes and Blafphemies, as his own Knowledge and 
| Didlates of Confcience, at the feafon when he did jt, could and did 
teftifie they were clear of. . en 
What prompted him hereunto, ( befides the Hypocrifie, Pride, 
| and Malice of his own beart ) we certainly know not ; but have. 
| fome ground to fufpett, when he was about this evil work which 
“caufed his downfal, he converfed with fome perfons, who rather: 
Promoted than cautioned bimagainft it. — 

i, & Under his Temptation, we fear, he did not confider that an 
ciently-approved, ufeful, and neceffary Caution, which the Apoftle 
Tae Az mentions, 
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To the READER. 

mentions, Be not deceived, evil communication corrupts god 
manners. | | al 
After he was once throughly awakened with the fence of 
Sin, he fell under thofe EHorrours of Confcience , which hax. 
not been parallel’'d in any other that we have beard of, fin 
the Cafe of Francis Spira, being fo dreadful, permanent , gy 
prevalent over him, as to-refist all Friendly Endeayourse i 
fed to-appeafe -bis grief ; which after feveral.months abiding x 
‘the highest extremity, at length tempted and prevailed with hin, 
by his own hands to end his miferable Life. yes a eee i 
ven fome brief Hints ¢ 


pon this occafion we have alfa ge 
the Nature and Office of Confcience, and the Obligations we ar} 
under to it. All which we recommend to the Readers feriou\ 
confideration, with eur fervent ’Prayers:to God, that .what wi 
have herein done; may fucceed to hisand our ownSouls advantage 
and peace of Gonfcieace, bath here and: hereafter. { 
It may be in many re[petts. wfeful to take notice. that th 
Pamphlet which wasWritten. and Publifbed ‘by Mr. John Child i 
and which, with refpelt to the bitter ‘Reflections and Calumuie| 
therein cast upon his Brethren, did afterwards fl him wit 
‘fo great Horrour of Soul, as to deftroy bimfelf, bare the Title op 
as charitable an Argument, as could-be undertaken by the Lest of: 
Chriftians. | ; if 1 


\ 
} Nie \ 
For a more full and firm Union 
among{t all good Proteftants, | 
But though in this Title his Words were (as the Pfalws 
Mal.ssaax.fpeaks ) fofter than oyl, yet were they drawn {words. E 
| put forth his hand againft futh as were at peace with him ; his 
Equals, bis Acquaintance, who had walked with him to the Ef fe 
of God in company. The fence whereof when he was awakened to | 
See and feel in his own: Confcience, the heinoufnefS of his Crime: 
in flandering bis Brethren, did. fo terrifie him, that it could’ | 


i JTo the ROE ADE R. | ~ il 
Mpotsbedifcerved (eithersby his Relations. or any of thofe.many 
fibis Brethren whom he bad offended, who came tovifit him, and 
\@ udeavoured ato pour Bala. ito, bind ap s and heal bis deep 
wounds) that at axy time afterwards he enjoyed any peace.inshis 
Soul. : oe 
\ Dhesprincipal inducement to. publifh asNarrative of this Man's 
Trouble of Spirit, and Miferable End, is to give an Impar- 
tial Account -to.many.who defire to be truly informed thereof, 
vhat Conferences were had with him, what Papers on this Sub- 
ject were left behind him, and thatthe whole may be a feafon- 
Hable Caution.to all who read them, to take heed bow:they da 
FE in any cafe whatfoever prefume to fin againft the clear Light,. 
Minowledge, awd Ditlates of their own Confcience : for which 
Mend it is intended to fay fomething briefly concerning the Na- ° 
Wrwre and Office of Confcience, and that attendance which every 
Biman is to give to it. . ij 
§) But for the avoiding of allfinifter Reflections on what 1s herein 
S\uudertaken, the Publifbers hereof do declare, 
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\ ‘Firft, That they do not afcribe this Man’s Miferable End to 
Jany Confciencious Change of Opinion in Matters of Religion or 
\Worfbip, or to any Endeavour of his to propagate Union amongst 
Chrifttans in a candid way, by proper Arguments ; but they lay 
the firels of bis Mifcarriage where he fixed it himfelf, that is, 
jupon his Backfliding from the Ways of God, forfaking that which 


! 


was Good, doing that which he knew to be. Evil ; and upon his 
Hlypocrifie, Pride of Spirit, Covetoufnefs, and his anjuftifpiable 
\Calumniating, Repreaching, Reviling, and Accufing many of his 
VBrethren of fuch things as he knew they were not guilty: Al 
which he acknowledged in his own Papers, and frequently charges 
himfelf with. : | 
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} Secondly, We are fo far from Cenfuring any Attempis that 
‘pave been made in a Chriftian manner for a more full and frm 
eel all good Proteftants, that. we heartily. wifh es 
ir tak eae could: 


cd 


-Tothe READER. 

_ ctuld fee more Hlearts (and fuch Htands as are fitly qualified fo; 
it) at work on this Subjedt : for bleffed are the Peace-makers 
and the Fruits of RighteoufnefS are fown in peace of them tha’ 
make peace. . 


Thirdly, Zo fhew our good Will to fuch an Ondertaking, w 
Shall upon this occafion, after we have made fome brief Reflection \ 
on the Nature and Office of Confcience, and finifhed the Narra 
tive of this Man's Troubles, affume the Argument, and accordin, 
to that meafure of Faith and Knowledge which God hath given us 
Speak the Truth in Love, in order to the obtaining ( fit may b 
“pon a right Foundation) a better CUnderftanding, and fron. 
thence a more full and firm @nion among all who love the Lore 


Fefus in Sincerity, 
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REMARKS 


UPON THE 


CONSCIENCE. 


- ERE we have a recent and pregnant Inftance of the 
powertul and perpetual profecution of an offended and Jer. 20. 
an awakened. Confcience, the Horrors whereof. were 2; 3+ 

=. - fo dreadful and unapeafable, that all Attempts, either P&119-2% 

to divert the Thoughts to other Subjects, or apply the Mind tothe 

receiving or ufingof mitigating or healing Remedies , were-alto- 

gether ineffectual. 

Herein we may alfo perceive, how the Terrors of fuch a Mind 

are aggravated beyond the rate of Natural Impreffions, proportional | 

to the help which Natural Light receives by Education, Converfa- Heb. 13, 

tion and Recadictacs with Divine Revelation. 26, 27. 
The Philofopers, (whom. we efteem Heathens) as being ftrangers 

tothe Will of God revealed,and Covenant of Grace treated of in the 

Scriptures) from the diGates of Natural Light, comparifon of Good 

and Evil, Moral Virtues and Vices, Tranquility and Perturbations 

of Mind, which enfued the refle@ion upon good and evil Actions, 

went very farin defcribing the proper Office of Confcience,and thofe 

Horrors which were the Confequents of Heinous Offences. 

But this Man hath fo much the more -exceeded them all, by 

how much the Remedies properly applicable to a peninent finnér 

(through the Benefits of a Mediatour) were more known and op- 
pugned by him than by any of them, 
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| Hence they affirmed, (even as by Divine Ordination) the Re- 
Sard of Virtue to be in itfelf, and that ic was therefore to be fol- 
lowed, as that which always carried with it, and left behind it a fin- 
ular profit, alfo that whilftthe Mind was quiet, as not being con- 
cious of any crime, it would reftrain and {top the Mouth of paf- 
fons, and prevail to the filent bearing of whipping, cutting, cortu- 
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Fuftum G tenacem propofiti virum 
Non Civium ardor prava jubentium 
Non vultus inftantis Tyranni 


’ Menie qualit folida : neque Anfter 


Dux inquietae turbidus Adriz 

Nec fulminantes magna Jovis manus 
Si frattus illabitur Orbs, ; 
Impavidum ferient ruina. 


~ The juft man’s judgment ana refolved will, | 


No fury popular injoyning ill, =~ 

No urgent afpect of a Tyrant’s face 
Doth ‘thake, in fetled Mind on ‘{olid bafe, - 

Nor the tempeftuous South-Winds, which command _ 
Rough Adria’s Seas, nor fove’s great thund’ring hand, 
If Ruins overwhelm, and crackt World fall, oe 
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Exempto quodcunque, malo committitur ipfi 

Difplicet Authori; prima eft hec ultio quod fe 
Fudice, Nemo nocens abjolvitur improba quamvis 
Gratia fullacés Pratoris vicerit urnam 


) Undaunted like he bears the fhock of all <= 2 


Ps ; wae : at 
But onthecontrary, that a notorious wicked Conf{cience was like 
it Ulcer in the Body, and that none could‘ever impofe upon a hot 
durning Confcience, or perfwade, that fuch an one’fhould not cry 
but, or not tare his hair, or not {mite his breaft, fo much morevio- 
lent is the fence of. having done evil, than that of Fire and $word, — 


> Juven. 


cur tamen bos tu 


Evafitte putes quos dire con{cia facts. 

Mens jhe attonitos G “Furdo verbere cadit 
 Occultum quatiente animo tortore flagellans 
— Noéle diequne fuura geftare in pectore teftena 

Perpetua anxietas, nec menfe tempore ceffat. 
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[4] 
What e’re by ill example’s done amifs, 
Troubles th’ Author, the firft revenge is this: 
Himfelf being Judge, his Guilt he. can’t difcharge, 
Tho’ the brib’d Judge and Votes, fet him at large. _ 
How think’ft thou then, that thoféefcapes confin’d, — 
Accus’d of high Crimes by their confcious Mind, 
Stonifht, trembling, tortur'd within they ftand, 
Severely punifht by afecret Hand: __, ath 
Both night and day he bears within his Breaft, 
Perpetual Anguifh, at his Meals no reft. ee 


Hence that vulgar faying, Dar penas quicunque expectat : They cat 
never be happy,who always live in fufpicion and fear of Punifhment| 
for that fear of punifhment will haunta perfon, that fins heinoufh| 
again{t his Confcience, fo long as it cannot be beyond contradi@r# 
on proved and demontftrated, that there is no juft God to avenge hi| 
Crime. . Rs ne fe 
Thus far have the learned Philofophers and Poets proceeded ug’ 
on the Principles of Natural Light, and common Experience, 11%! 
the Defcription of Gonfcience, its Office and Effects, as not con'#! 
fifting in, and arifing from a bare {peculative knowledge of things! 
but in and froma practical knowledge of the rule applied to thi} 
particular Fa& done, orto be done, wherein the Divine Authorit} 
of the Law-giver, the reétitude of that uniform and univerfal-Law§ 
written in Humane Nature, the quality of the A@ion, and inténtior V 
of the Perfon, as known to God, and which might and ought to-be# 
known and confidered by,the Adtor, with its confequents, are al'} 
comprehended.. | i a ae 


ing the different qualities of Confcience performing aright, or neg} 
leting its proper Office, in judging according to prefent under-’% 
ftanding, of things morally good or evil, by that Divine Law o1'} 
Will of God manifeft in them, or made known to them, which i! 
and ought to be applied thereunto, and obferved as the proper anc P| 
adzequate Rule thereof. se obi. cute gigenn Mase dh a 
And thefe fay that Confcience, affifted with a fummary of Prin) 
ciples contained therein, is-by its Office to fearch into, and difcern: } 
the lawfulnefs or unlawfulnefs of things, and to dire& and ordet’ ) 
how things lawful in themfelyes may be performed in a right man:! 
~i £ (> MET, |) 
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esi 
nér, and to right end ; and how things, either evil in them(elves, 
or of an ill tendency, ought to be forborn and avoided ; alfo to re- 
raiw and examine actions done by us, both as to their matter and 
orm, whether they be good or evil: and that every man is highly 
concerned to take good heed to this Rule by which his Confcience 
ough to be guided, becaufe its determinations are like unto thofe of 
{upreme Didator, {peaking Oracles within us, and exercifing an 
uthority over tis, having in that refpe& fome kind of co-ordinate 
ower and authority with God; and for that alfo, as Confcience 
without. Divine Authority, will not juftifie an action, fo God will 
ie accept it, without the concurrant authority of Confcience 5 
vithout the one, our pretended fervice is unlawful, without the o- 
ther unreafonable. | 
I) The perfed@, and that which isto every Chriftian the only adzx- 
Hguate Rule of Confcience, being the Will and Law of God written 
Win the Heart, and revealed in the Scripture; it is hence prefumed, 
{hat every Chriftian is endued both with a natural and an enlight- 
ned Mind and Confcience: and this Will and Law of God, com- 
rehelided under thefé two general branches, hath an immediate 
Hhind foveraign authority over their Confcience. It is God alone 
fe knows the inward workings thereof, and he only can punifh 
t when it finneth ; and the obligation which lies upon the Confci- 
snce of every Chriftian to obferve Humane Laws and Contftituti- 
bns,as they correfpond with this Divine Law, is becaufe God hath 
4s well by his Law written on the Heart, ashis revealed Willin the 
Scriptures commanded it fhould be fo: and hence it is that natural 
Obligations, and fuch humane Conftitutions as correfpond with § Pet.2.13, 
his Divine Law, are not infringed, but corroborated by Chriftia- nuts 
‘ ; 5 13. 
ity ; for that difcharges no man from, but better informs every yj, s. 
man in the knowledge of his Duty towards God and Man; and 
sinds the Confcience of every Chriftian to the difcharge of all re- 
ative Duties in his {tation amongft Men, as he will an{wer it (not 
only to thofé who have Authority on Earth, but alfo) to God him- 
(lf, if againft the light and obligation of Confcience he therein 
tranfgreffeth the Willof God. 3 
>) In this refpect Chriftians have a double advantage, and areunder 
I Houble Obligation above all others. For, 14#, They partake in 
common with other Men of the univerfal‘Law of Nature, engra- 
enon the Heart, which no pofitive or revealed Inftitution dif: 
charges any Man from. 2/y, They have the Written and Reveal- 
led Will and Law of God in the Holy Scriptures, with which, by 
A Be By2tuee: Divine 
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| [6] | 
Divine Grace and Providence, they-are priviledged above others | 
and, through Faith, enabled to make a more clear and difting ) 
Judgment of the Principles and End as well of Divine as Mors 
Roney .AGtions ; as they tend to the Service and Glory of God, the Goo: 
7189510. ae : ale 
2Cor.1.12, Of their Neighbours, and their own Peace and Happinefs; | 
Fence alfo itis, that the Peace, Comfort and Joy of a Chriftias 
Phil.4-7- proceeding from the di{charge of a good Confcience towards Go| 
and Man, exceeds all that can be apprehended by a meer nature | 
light, as having fome favour and relifh in its Soul of that love o| 
Eph.319. of Chrift, which paffech knowledge, and of that peace of Go| 
which paifeth underftanding. ood 
For thongh the fredom from the accufation of confcience be no 
1Cor.4-4- his compleat juftification before God, yet it gives him confidenc | 
towards God: and on the contrary, the confufion, darkne&G, per | 
plexity, horrour and defpair of a perfon acquainted with the Will o 
Ged, revealed in the Scriptures, wilfully finning againft Knowledg; § 
and the exprefs dictates and judgment of his own Confcience, de J 
far exceed all that can be fpoken by fich who have no other but 
be naturallighe ; for though that extends itfelf very far, yet thefeveri| 
ecph.iig, ty of God againft fich tran{greffions is more clearly and diftinals | 
S118 veprefented in the Holy Scriptures, than in any other Writings | 
> 2,3, for as the fin of fuch ‘a perfon hath in it all miaaner of aggrava:_ 
cis. tions to render it moft heinous, fo the Judgments of the righteou: | 
i thet's.3 God therein revealed againft {uch an impenitent finner, are of al | 
ct ee others declaredto be the moft dreadful, intolerable, unavoidable, ir. | 
27... remediable, endlefs. 7 ‘os 
It is not our intention to fpeak any thing herein more largely 
concerning the Nature and Etfe@s of Confcience, than what is to 
our prefent purpofe ; many entire and ufeful Difcourfes of very. 
learned and pious Perfons are extant on this Subje&, wherein is ob- 
ferved, (chat which we are all obliged to take notice of ). that God 
by his providence hath preferved in the innermoftfeat of our hearts. 
fome (fcintillule) little {parks of that greater light, wherewith the 
mind of man was invefted before his fall; chat chefe {parks of light 
are Continued with us, that they may be publifhers of the good Plea- 
fure and Will of. God concer ing us, and monitors of our obedi- 
ence. 147, To thofe common Principles of his Law written in 
our Hearts, (to do Good, and efchew Evil) which by reafon of their 
highett evidence, inftantly as {oon as they are offered to our mind 
and thoughts, command our Faith, and compel our Affenr. 2, To! 
his revealed Will, contained in the Holy Scriptures, fo fe as 
alike - thre 


q 
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gal Light in the ftudy and {earch after the knowledge of this revea- 


_. thereby {quare and order his Inclinations, Affe@ions, and Converfa- Joh. 7. 16, 


a 


_— thereunto in Faith, out of a pure Heart and good Confcience, our g-, 
as 


 can,the terrors thereof, are, whilft they remain upon Earth, onthe 9 yo, 


C7] 

thro’ his grace, either by the Difcourfe or Writings of others, or by 
our own fearch, we have the knowledge thereof. 

’ Andby hew much any man does frequent and exercife his natu- 


led Willof God, his Creator and only Lord and Law-giver, and 2Cor 46. 


tion, by fomuch the more fhall he be fecured from, and ftrengchen- 17: 
ed to refift the raging tyranny of his own inbred Lufts, and blind see ys 
and lawlef$ Appetite, and the inchanting Flatteries, Inticements, 14. rine 
Difcourfes, and Examples of men of corrupt minds, and deftitute end. 

of the truth; who for the more effectual razing out of our minds EPh4-175 
(as much as is poffible) the little remains of natural Light, and blin- id ae 6 
ding the mind, and hardning the heart again{t the perception and Judg. 10. ; 
reception of fupernatura! Light, do all they can to fet the Confci- 11, | 
ence free from all Obligations to the Will and Law of God, by in- | T1m.6.35 0 
troducing and fetting up in the mind another Rule, wiz. that. of > Per. 19. . 
their own Appetite, private Intereft and Utility: Than which, no- to the end. 
thing can be more rebellious againtt God, pernitious to humane 2 ©oF4: 4 


Society, or deftruive to him that hath drenched in fuch a damna- 


with alithe ftrength ; and that fecond, which is like unto it,.To M4 '* 


love our Neighbour as our felves, are the principal Branches of that it 
Univerfal Law of God, whereby all other Branches thereof are to be Tim. t. 5. 
interpreted, and on whiclvall the reft depend: fo by Obedience to TUF Wek: 


Union, Fellowship, and Communion wich God the Father, and his 
Son Jefus Chrift our Lord, and one with another, is maintained, 
confirmed, and enlarged; and we thereby brought to have our Phil.3. 2 
Converfation in Heaven whilft we are on Earth, and prepared for 2 Tim. 3. 
everlafting Habitations with the Saints in light. And on the con- [3 * 
trary, they which are lovers of Pleafures more than lovers of God, ; Be y 
who make their God their Belly, glory ia their fhame, mind earthly kom. 2. 5, 
~ things , ftop the voice of their Confcience , act contrary to its 89 | 


_ Didates, and ftrive to thruft from them, as long and as far as they thee 


very borders of Hell, and every moment ready to fink into Dettru- 2 Pet.2. ty 


&ion and everlafting Perdition. 2, 3: 
We have made this brief Refle@ion on the Nature and Office of 
- Confcience, as deeming it may be now, and at alltimes, ufeful to 
| 2 « OUF 


[8] 

our felves:and-all that read it, whilft remaining in the ftate of the 
living ; bue we make not, fo much as inour thoughts, any Refle@i-- | 
onupon ( or Application of any thing we have herein {aid to) the 
ftate of him that is dead, further than to declare how fadiy he ex- | 
perimented in the courfe and iffue of his Life, what has been here 
{poken of; the horror of an offended and awakened Confcience, . | 
and to exercifethe Judgment of Charity, which only appertains un: 

to us concerning his forrowsfor hisfin,fervent defires to be forgiven 

of thofe he has injured, attempts after a publick Recantation of his | 
Evils, endeavours to repent and pray for forgivenefs of God. The 

final Judgment we leave to him who is the proper and only Judge 

of the fecretsof his heart, with our fervent Prayers to God, that we 

who have heard, and all that fhall read the en{uing Narrative, trea- 

- fare up in our hearts what is therein inftru@ive to us, foasto have | 
it always ready in our minds, asa feafonable Warning, never in the | | 
like or in any other cafe, wilfully to put to a peradventure the E- 
ternal Salvation of our precious and immortal Souls. 


A brief Account of the Life of Mr. John Child. 7 


E was born at Bedford, about the year 1638 ;..and, when he | 
H was grown up,put Apprentice to an Handicraft Trade, which | 
when he came of age he followed for fome time : afterwards he be- 
took himfelf to another Calling, and removed to Newport-Pagnel, 
where he lived divers years, married twice, and by his laft Wife | 
(of honeft Parentage, and good Report) he had feveral Children sie 
after his fecond Marriage, in appearance he increafed in his.Eftate, 
About five years fince, he removed to London, and in Offober lafthe ce 
ended his days by hanging himfélf in a Houfe he had taken the laft | 
Spring in Brick-lanenear S ‘pittlefields. bY elie 
-He was endned with a competent meafure of natural Parts, and | 
vivacity of Spirit. In his youth he applied himfelf to the reading - 
and ftudy of the Scriptures, and attained to a greater knowledge in — 
matters of Religion, than many of his Equals in years and Educa- 
tion. In his Opinion and Pra@ice he was for the Baptifm of Bee 
lievers, and conforted with fome of us, who are called Anabaptifis, — 
for about twenty years ; and for divers years, at feafons, exercifed 
him(felf in Preaching. . | +i 
He was oblerved for fome years before his dreadfal Fall, to be ve- 
fy remifsin Religious Exercifes ; and in his ordinary Converfation, — 
; tne to 


bron 


to frequent other Company than he had done in former times. 

_ He wasofa very haughtySpirit, and peremptory in afferting his 
_ Opinions. He fought to exalt himfelf above what became either his 
Profeffion or Attainments. All which, when the Hand of God 
was heavy upon him for his open fins, he freely acknowledged with 
fevere Charges againft himfelf for his Pride and Hypocrifie, as you 
will find in the following Relations. 


A Narrative of Mr. John Child’s Trouble of Spirit, and Deplo- 
rable End. Of fome of the Conferences had with him in the 
times of his Troubles: and of {uch Papers as were written by 
him on this Subject. | 


Se ‘after the faid Mr. Fob» Child had publilhed his foremen- 
w tioned fecond Argument, which was about the latter end of 
the year 1682, he fignified to fome of his intimate Acquaintance, 
_ thathis mind was perplext, for what he had therein done; but yet 
bare the trouble fo, as not to make any great fhew of it in his gene- 
ral Behaviour, until about the beginning of Fuly 1684. when he 
could no longer bear or conceal the horrors of his mind, but fpake 
‘of it to fome that came accidentally to fee him, and {ent to feveral 
others of his Acquaintance to come to him, to whom when they. 
came, he difclofed the miferable Condition. into. which he had 
brought him(felf, and the occafion thereof, in fuch manner, as that 
it became publickly known to many.of his Acquaintance and 
‘Neighbours, aad occafioned many, befides thofe fent for to. vifit 
‘and difcourfé with him, and others to write to him, the fubftance 
whereof, with his Anfwers, you have as follows.. 7 


ae 


. , Some Account of Mr. John Child, dy Mr. ---D- 
7 MM Acquaintance with Mr. Child was of. about fifteen years 
“AVG ftanding. Abont two years fince, meeting with a Book 
_ which I was informed he had caufed to be. publifhed but two days. 
before! faw it, I went prefently and gave him a vifit, and found him 
_ ii his Chamber in a very penfive pofture, his Eyes red with ‘Tears, . 
he immediately acknowledged. he was the Author of .it,, and bit- 
_ terly exclaimed “againft himfelf, that he wrote it in malice, and 
by the inftigation of the Devil, from very. ill principles of Pride, 

Vain-glory. and Hypocrifie. I quickly found the wound upon his 
© Spirit was very deep, and therefore forbore all Aggravations, and 
endeavoured to adminifter fome fpiritual Relief to him. AF. 


apes] . 
After this, in his Difcourfe to others, he feemed not to have {6 
tharp a fence upon his Mind ; but for ought I could obferve, the 
Sore continued feftered inwardly, from the firft time he reflected _ 
upon his publifhing that Book, to the endof his miferable Life, tho’ | 
it brakenot out openly, till about Ful laft. About Augufr lat I gave 
him another Vifit, and then found him (tho’ naturally of a {trong 
Conftitution and lively Spirit ) fo exceedingly fhaken, that the hor. 
ror of the fight made fuch deep impreffions, as I think will at fea- 
fons recur, and fet it felf before meafrefh, aslongas Ilive. His 
Speech wasvery regular , which difcovered his Memory to be good, 
and that his Diftemper had not feized his Head, but his Heart. _ He 
freely difcourfed the grief of his Mind, exprefling and fetting forth 
his Condition to be moft deplorable, as having no hopes of {alvati- 
on. T laid before him, with the greateft tendernefs, the freenef§ 
and riches of Gods Grace, chufing to argne from his own former. | 
declared Opinion againft limiting of it, but could faften no word of 
confolation or hope upon him. | 
With fome Relu&ancy he granted me liberty to pray with him ; 
but faid, his Spiriewas fhut up, he could‘nor pray.; and while I was 
praying he often groaned,and after I had ended, told me,God would =} 
make hima terrible Example to this prefent Age, and tho’? he was | 
full of benignity, yet he was alfo a terrible God, being provoked. | 
Thefe Expreffions, ani the horror that appeared inhis Eyes and all 
parts of his body, drew many tears from mine Eyes, and rendred 
the Speétacle fo dreadful that (I cannot fay as is reported of one that 
vifited Francs Spira, that he would go a thoufand miles to fee ano- 
ther Spira ; but on the contrary ) 1 defire I may never fee the like 
Spectacle again, whilft I live in this world. ae : | 
He told me he thought (eitherin a dream, or when he was awake, 
he could nottell which) thar I thould fay to him, If he died the com- a 
mon death of all men, the Lord had not fpokenby me: Ianfwered, _ 
He betcer knew the temper of my Spirit and Principles, than to con- 
ceive fuch athought of me, orthat I fhould take up the words of the _ 
Prophet of God divinely infpired, and apply them to him: but allI 
could fay, abated nothing of the horror of his Soul, that Icould - 
perceive. _ based Hf : ae 
~ This Comment I make upon it, that if any Atheiftin the world, 


who had formerly known this man, and had converfed with him in §'\ 
thefe'his Agonies, he would have feen fufficient to have convinced = 
‘him that there is a Power befides, and {o much above Nature, ascan 


‘with a touch fhake and diforder, and turn into confufion ine cae ia 


— ‘ oui po rN EY 


| 


i 


ih 


ing; But Mr. Child faid, he doubted of that. 


could not ftay long with him. 

e f b . 

~~ and downin a lamentable manner, enough to pierce ones eae a 
| ae C aid 


{rr} 


eft conftitution of body, by miniftring and faftning terrible things 


upon the Soul. 

That when God wounds the Spirit of a mam, neither he him(elf 
can bear it, nor can any other aid him. Therefore it is a fearful 
thing to fall under the Wrath of the living God, who is a con(uming 
Fire, and can at his pleafure awaken a ftupid Confcience, and re- 
vive upon it the memory and horror of {ich fins as feem to be patt 
over and forgotten. 

My Prayer is, that this man being made asa Pillar of Salt, may 
warn the prefent and future Ages of the danger of finning againit 


the prefent Light of their Underftandings. 


The Effeit of a Conference between Mr, John Child and Mr. B.K. 


| Pl ipteg the middle of uly 1684, Mr. B. K. went to fee Mr. Child, 


not hearing the leaft report of any trouble he was then ander, 


IT and after fome difcourfé which paffed between them, Mr. K. occa- 


fionably mentioned that Book called, 4 Second Argunzent, telling 
Mr. Child, he was reported to be the Author thereof: which he 
prefently acknowledged, and cried out againft himfelf in a bicter 


| _ manner, faying, What he had done therein, was out of Malice and 
Revenge againft thofe People ; and feemed to abhor himfelf for 


cafting fach abominable Reproaches upon them, whom he faid, he 
knew deferved ic not; and prefencly defired Mr. K. to go up {tairs 
with him, which le did: and then he farther fignified to hin his 
deplorable condition, and what horror and anguifh of Soul he lay 
under, and that there was no mercy for him. And Mr. K. being 
ona fudden furprized with his deep expreffion of horror, of which 
he had heard nothing, itdid amaze him; yet he endeavoured with 
the utmoft of his ability to comfort him, by fhewing the ereatnels 
of Gods mercy to true penitent perfons, together with the infinite 
worth and value of Chrift’s Bloud, telling him withal, that he was 


~ glad to find he had the fence of his great Evil on his heart, or words 


to that effec, and that he hoped this breaking, was in order to heal- 
And all the Words and 
Arguments Mr. K. could ufe to fatisfie him, were in vain: fo that 
at that time, it being late at night, he took his leave of him. 

~ Mr. K. Soon after, he came to feek me at my houfe ; but then f 
! But a few days after, whem he 


fent for me, Iwent, and found him in bed rowling and tumbling up 


Se 


eek? 


en 


e 12 1 vo 
faid to him, A&. Child, I though: by your deportment, whe you was at 
my boufe,the burden was pretty well of 3 or to that effed. 
Mr. Child, No, no, my burden ws greater than I can bear 
fain be fatisfied as touching one thing. Pe 
Mr. K. What ws that ¢ hut peat; 
Mr.Jo. Child. Whether my fin may not be that againft the Holy Gooft. 
Mr. K. I hope and believe it not. - f 
Mr. Child. But Iwrote the Book out of malice. | 
Mr. K. There w a great deal of difference between doing athing out 
of malice and prejudice againft the Lord’s People, and atiimg out of ma- 
lice againft Chrift himfelf, or doing defpight to the Spirit of Grace. I do 
wot doubt, but that you always had holy and reverent dread and refpe to | 
the Name of God, tho you might take up a great offence avainft fome of bis | 
People. . a | 
ae Child. Ihave often had that Scripture brought to me, Plal. so. | 
19,20. Thou giveft thy mouth to evil, and with thy tongue thou | 
forgeft deceit. Thou fitteft and f{peakeft againft thy brother, and | 
flandereft thy mothers fon. And of that which follows: Confider | 
this, ye that forget God, left Itear you in pieces. aes a | 
Adr. K: But pray obferve, tho you fhould be guilty of that great evil | 
there mentioned, yet there w ground of hope in that you are exhorted to con- 
fider—— ufed many Arguments to. perfwade him to rely on the 
mercy of God thro’ Chriit, mentioning that paflage of the Prophet 
David, Forgive me my fin, for it great; and how wonderfully he | 
had manitefted and magnified the attribute of his mercy, in pardon- 
ing great and bloudy finners. 45% ‘ 
Mr. Child. ( Breaking forth into bitter tears, cried out ) Iknow 
_ that the Majefty of Heaven ws a good and gracious Being, yet when provo- 
ni ({tretching forth his hands in a frightful manner) be is a terrible 
Ged. | “fi ag 
Mr. K. I think it  neceffary that you retract what you have written 
in that Book, for that I think nothing hort of it will be a demonftration 
of the fincerity of your heart, and proof of the truth of your repentance. —| 
— Mr. Child. Ihave begun to write, but I cannot write, neither have I — 
any one of the Books. Ringe: Re 
Mr. K. I will fee and get you one of them, and fend it to you. Sat 
Ac another time I advifed him to confult fome Phyfician about 
his health——T0o which he made no an{wer. Bae! 
Mr, K. Shall I acquaint any perfons swith your condition? (mention- 
ing fome worthy Minifters to him, whom he knew Mr. Child for- — 
merly had a great efteem for.) _ ; 


I would 


en ee oe a3?) 

Mr. Child. I fhonld be glad to fee Mr. P. 
Mr. K.affured him he would do his endeavour therein, and ac- 
cordingly did, and made known his fearful ftate to divers others 5 
by which means Mr. 7. fent him a comfortable Letter, and many 
godly perfons went to vifit him. | 

Mr. K. at another Vifit not long before his death, perceiving the 
anguifh of his Spirit was rather greater than ever, asked him, Have 
you not yet any more light ¢ = A, 

» Mr. Child, No, nor never fhall. : 

Mtr. K. Shall I and two or three more, [uch as you fall beft approve 
of, come and fpend fome time in Prayer to the Lord for you ? To 
which hegave no anfwer, tho’ much preft to it. 

Mr. Child at another time faid, I bave touched the Apple of God's 
Eye————1 am damned. 
Mr. Child’s Wife faid, That fhe found fometimes in the night- 

-feafon, that the very ends of his Hair did ftand in drops, thro’ the 
_ anguifh of his Spirit, continually crying out againit himfelf for wri- 
ting that Book—— 


A Letter in fuly 1684. from Mr. F. to Mr. Child. 


| ee informed that your Soul a greatly afflited in the fence of your E- 
vil: 1 defign not to add to your grief, but as I ought to pity the af- 
fitted, Our Lord ail not break the bruifed Reed, nor quench the {moak- 
ing Flax: And I have learned from him my part, the duty of a true 
Neighbour, to do what I can for cleanfing and healing the Wounds you 
have made in your own Confcience. 

. Thereforefore, I pray you confider, 1. God’s own Children are fometimes 
guilty of backfliding. 2. That tis the Will of God, they fhould return to 
hima from whom they have revolted. 3. That be a ready to receive and 
heal thera upon their return 3 and I pray God you may be helpt to fay the 
next words in fincerity of heart: Behold 1 come unto thee, for thou 
art the Lord my God. | | 


ers 


G2 


ines cial ae | 

Upon the receipt and reading this Letter, Mr. Child was heard | 
to fay, What! # \i J. whom 1 have fo greatly envied, fo hind to me2\ 
and prefently fet Pen'to Paper, and writ, and in fome few daysfent | 
a doleful Letter to the faid /f. ‘7. A Copy whereof follows. 


Mr. FF July 30. 1684. 

%7 Oars received this day, but without date, the latter part of which \ 
— bath attained its wilh and defires for it ws very acceptable unto me, \ 
and can be no otherwife, where the leaft degrees of gratitude do remain. q 
dad for the Expreffions of your Chriftian love, and defires of way happinels \ 
m all vefpects, lays a double obligation upon me to effecm your friendfhip. 
What you have been informed of, my Souls afflidion, o true, and 1 think 
no mall caule for it, difbonour to God, grieving bis Spirit, foming againft \ 
Chrift, blajpheming bis Tabernacle, perfecuting the Saints, grieving and 


wounding thoufands dear toJehovah s » frumbling the Weak, Jhortning Life, 
weakning Senjes, deftroying rational Powers, givinggoccafion to the wicked 
to blafpheme, and the uncwcumeifed to rejoyees the deftroying inward 
Peace and outward Felicity, theturning Light into Darknefs, and the Noon: | 
day into horrible Night ; the provcking God to make the Heavens Braf,, ' 
the Earth Iron, and the Rain norhing but Powder and Duft 5 the fhutting ' 
a man out from the comforts of the Promifes, and bringing of him under | 
the mot difmal Threats that everian Almighty Being gave forth; mar- " 
ving all Comforts, (poiling all Foys, making the Life a Burthen, and Death : 
a Terrour; the putting befides Duty, and all acceptable improvements of ° 
Lalents.; the giving the Devil advantage, and bringing the Salvation ' 
into amuninent danger ; the being palfeff with Doubts, Fears,.and Trem= | 
blings night and day ; the fad favour of Gall and Wormwood, and bar{h ' 
relib-of Gravel-ftones.; the fad vapprehenfions -of Cur(es, Blafting, and 
Mildew, of Caterpillars, Locufts, and Cancer-worms 3 the difmal found \ 
sof the mad Prophets words, I {hall fee him, but not now, I fhall be- ' 
shold him, but notnigh, 2 a fufficient. ground of Soul-affiiction. Your ' 
tender aim and charitable defiga in the balmy Application you fent, I have ' 
realon well and kindly torefent, and wilh they had been high enough to bit 
the mark, and have anfwered the defign. Had I been a Backflider of an ' 
ordinary fixe, they might have had an effectual Operation: but to that it’s 
vaftly diferent ; Ihave a Voice behind me, or dire Texts, that make a \ 
dreadful found. To love and to make lyes,2 a qualification for the Lakes 
He fhall bave Fudgment without mercy, that fhewed none. - To offend 
one little one, wa fin againft Chrift, and acondition wore than to have 
a Milftone about the neck with a caft into the Sea, To flander the Mothers 
Son, w near deftruttion by a tearing to pieces s but what ws prepared ef 


{15 ] 


| 4 tly deferved, for condemning many Generations of the just, branding 
(gud wounding and grieving Thoufands and Ten Thonfands of. good and 

| just Aden, by charging Confequences upan-their Principles, beyond the fence 
of their minds, and vendring them not only miflead and deceived, but no 
V Church, no Chriftians, vile Monfters, Infidels, Robbers of God, nay, 
| Murderers of the wort fort and higheft order, great Enemies to their Na- 
Give Country 5 but the aking of my Heart, ftops the progrefs of my Hand, 

, MH pon the repetitions of thefe aftenifhing things. I thank you for your hind- 


‘ | 63 Lbeg pardon for.my own fhortne’, and_conclade thefe Lines very fad 
| pnd hopeless ~~ John Child. 


| - After the receipt of this from Mr. F. Child, F. F. wrote again to 

| him to this effect : 7 

| | oe 

| 4%. John Child, | | Aug. 1. 1684. 

| io continuance of my tender Compaffions, becaufe of your Soul's Affit- 

i) A tions, and beng encoumaged by your kind acceptance of thofe few 

| Lines I fent you before, I now write again, taking motice of your many 

f | doleful Expreffions , wherein you highly and, I bope, humbly aggravate 

» | your Backjliding from God, wronging bus Servants, and toward the clofe, 

* | that my application of God’s healing back{liding Children, might have hit 

Woibe Mark, bad you been a Backflider of an ordinary fize 3 Now there- 
ore, that I.may be a little helpful to your diftreffed Soul, (of the Lord 

fe to fupport you from be ad Guiph of Defpair,) x{t. Con- 
the greatne of David's and contriving the Death 

2ly, The 


TIVE 5 
and plead, that you have. bear 
«Thy with my Prayers for you, Jam 


be 


( 
W 
; 
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5 
ay 


~ fing thereon, fadly bemoaning him(elf, {aying, that the mercy tl) 


the matter of it, becaufe it would engage godly perfons to: pray 
for hin; but Mr. Child, with a dreadtul look, fixed his Eyes or, 
Mr. F. {nacht the Letter out of his hand, and then was troubled 


| 
| 


i 
, i 
\ 


[16] ? : 

a | 

After Mr. Fobn Child received this Letter, Mr. F. FR and tl 
Friends vifiting him, he read i¢-to them, trembling and paraph| 


David, Manaffeb, and Perer had, did not belong to him, and Wi 
bitterly. ee 2 OR | 
Mi j. F. advifed him to write an Anfwer of that Letter) y 
Mr. F. Ff: which in few days he did, and fent ic by Mr. F bucla 
‘fore it was delivered, Mr. Child came himfelf co Mr. F ‘who g:8) 
him. a friendly welcome; and asked how it was with him ? 
anfwered, lam very bad; it is very bad with me. Mr. F. replicg 
But God is very good, yea, abundantly good to them who he@ 
been abundantly bad to him.geMr. Cbild laid his hand upon § 
breaft, and faid, I fhall never lofe thofe Notions of God's goodne| 


. .but what is that tome? I cannot make any application of it, 


myfelf, and ashe was walking to and fro, greatly difturbed in |§} 
mind, he made a fudden ftand, and faid, I think I am damng| 
To which Mr. “f. returned to this effeé : God’s thoughts are rg 
as Man’s thoughts; fometimes Men think of them{élves bet 
than God/thinks of them ; fometimes Men think worfe of theysl, 
felves, and of their ftate,than Godthinketh: I hope God’s thougl §, 
concerning you, differ from your thoughts in this. latter fence, 
think onthat Text, I/a. 55.8. My thoughts are not your though 
neither are your ways my ways, faith the Lord. Myr. Child aid » Lhayi 
Preached from that ‘Text formerly , and prefently repeated theyl, 
words : E/as found no place for Repentance, though he fought | 
carefully with Tears. Mr. freplied, Efex could not prevail wit) 
his Father. Then Mr. Child fat down very (ad, and faid, Icann¢; 
repent. Mr. F.replied, Chrift is exalred asa Prince and a Saviou 
to give repentance and forgivene(s of fins ; Therefore cry to him th 
give you this repentance. Mr. Child (after a little time of filence,f 
repeated that word, He hall have judgment without mercy, thal) 
fhewed no mercy. 90)” ius... | 
Itis obfervable, that Mr. Child's defign in coming to Mr. F. wall 
to engage him not to fhew the» Letter which he had fent him 'byy 
Mr. F. but to conceal it ; and while they were reafoning together | 
Mr. F. came in, and delivered the Letter to Mr. F. bue after hi) 
had read it, he told Mr. Child, it was not convenient to conceal 


he had fo done;. whereupon Mr. F. confented to his carrying it 
| (se away, 


| aaa here 

Wway,: that he might not increale the trouble of his mind 5 which 
WW 1, Child took kindly : and fo they parted. 

W After the death of Mr. Child, that Letter was found among his 
Mlapers ; a Copy whereof take as follows. | . 

| r 

WW At. J. J. : 

'N. 7 Our kind and Chriftian Letter I recerved, and I thank you for the 
WN} - great Pains you took to comfort me, and keep me from immediate 
[ freration ; but [till my Burden remains great, and mine Iniquities are 
Wheat, and many Old, Sins, as well as fone of late date, come to mind 3 ----- 
i rath is coming to the utmost : I am forfaken of God; Good Men are 
MWinine Enemies ; I bate my [elf ; Lam afraid and afhamed abroad 5 [ am 
Mbnfuled and diftratted at home; The Scriptures look dreadfully upon me; 
" have not only taken up a Reproach againft my Neighbour, which ex- 
Wades a man God's holy bill, Pfal. 15. but have railed Reproach, invent- 
f q Reproach, and by it wronged raultitudes 5 flanderoufly reported it to the 
Nation : It's ju5t by St. Pauls fentence, Afraid Lam to live, afraid lam 
“eh die ; Fudgment I fear will be terrible in this World, and more in the 
World to come: Some mens fins go before-hand to judgment, and thofe that 
4 bb not, cannot be bid when we come before the great Tribunal ; I cannot 
ive an.account of my Adlions to Men, how much lef to God, my Heart 
Mhindemns me, and he ts greater, and knows nore 3 L think I have not only 
Wvtdone Cain, Balaam, aud Judas, but many of the Devils themfel-ves 5 
hat lacked againft Men was at an ill rime § thereis all bad Circumft an- 
s attended my Aétions 3 I could not have thought Ikad done {uch things, 
an lately lookt them ower s I dread Damnation, but can fee@no way to 


| cape 5 I know God's mercy is great above the Heavens, but it is barred 


p atid cannot pafsto me, I cannot perform the condition of obtaining ; I 
pave difmal Temptations, they have almoft broken me to pieces; lam not 
/ reconciled to thofe I have offended, how then {hall my gift be accepted } 
WAPI am juftly fentenc’d on Earth, it is bound in Heaven 5 how then fhall 
Wit be revered? my Friends will not be reconciled and at peace with me: 

Much more I could write, but want times Lremain him that calls him- 


Ir AS 
Bie, a Devil incarnate. 
i a. * 


i 


(I 
\ 


B\ To whictr Letter of Mr. Child’s-- Mr. F. upon the memory af 
: what he had read, might before Mr. Child took it out of his hand, 

‘eturn an Anfwer to this effet, That he fimpath-2d with, his Sor- 
tows, and was very much concerned at the dreadful charge there- 


aid upon himéelf, which by all che Arguments in Scriptures he 


Vm think upon, he endeavoured to remove. the weight that. op- 
oo 
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Book, your next work is to make reftitution in like manner, by ; 


{ 18 j. , ae | 
preft his mind from their influence, and particularly, that his Bij 
thren whom he had offended, were ready with open Arms ar, 
Heartsto receive him, and forgive any wrongs he had done un, | 
them. Much of the Matter of the Lettér wehave omitted, becani 


of its fimilitude with what he had formerly wrote. ee 
| | | 


a) 


The Effect of feveral Conferences between Mr. Child, and 
r Mr. H.C cabin 


do hold Pril 

yabufing the me}. 

but before he could end that Par | 
gony of mind, and weeping bitter], |) 
pake to thiseffect, viz.) T have repr) 
ples beyond whatever they coficeive.s 

itrained their Opinions beyond their Intentions, and drawn fac 


- Confequences as never were in their minds, and, {triking his brea } 


with much anguifh, faid, Thefeé Words lye clofe; I fhall neverg,| 
Over this; I writ in prejudice againft them, calling: theny a'villanor 
body of People, which was unjuft. : Brg were: | 
Mr. C. faid, Are you not heartily {orrowful for writing this’? 
Mr. Child. Oh that I could repent ; Pcannot repent. 
Mr. C. If it weré now to do, would you do it again? the Be! 
part of repentance is to turn from evil. Sey 
Mr. Child. I know thereisin Repentance three things ; Confefion, | 
Conirition, and Reffitution — x ee teres 
Mr.C. We are not capable of making God reftitution, hé pat 
dons and juftifies for hisown Name’s fake, and Chrift’s fake ; bu 
réftitution is to be made to our Neighbour ; and if you are fer, 
fible God hath been difhonoured, and his People wronged in tha 


publick Recantation. 3 Mr. Chile” 


| sega og ch ai ia 
- Mr. Child. This is the opinion of fome others alfo, and Ithink it 


I ror of foul, {aid,) Ihave been guilty of many Evils: I have for {- 
) veral years lived a very ungodly Lite, neglected Family-duty, Clo- 
fet-duty, Publick-duty in the Church of God ; I have been great- 

ly guilty of Pride,endeavouring.to run every man down in difpute ; 
I have made this World my God, and been guilty of that Idolatry, 
| Epb.5. Lave not been a little guilty of Hypocrifie; I have en- 

deavoured by all ways and means to fhake the Crofs of Chrift 
from off my fhoulders; and I fear Ihave been guilty of. Bla- 
41 fphemy : I have wronged many a poor Soul by writing as I have 
done ; J have wifhed myfelf in their condition, and would have 
given many Thoufands of Pounds, (had [ had it) to have been in 
as good a condition as fome of them I writ again{ft: I have di- 


your Opinion by a Spirit of Infolency and Pride, but the Judgments 
of God have followed me; he hath rent and torn me for thefe 
i | . things, and now I fhall die, I am {truck with death. ; 


i) Mr. Cc. Suppofe you fhould die to Night, (as we know not how 
4) it may be with any of us) can you contentedly fink into the Abyfs 
) of Mifery, without ftriving for Salvation? would you not run to 
N Chrift? ftrive to take hold of him and his purcha(ed bleflednels. 
N= Mr. Child, (with a very grim countenance faid,) I fhall go to 
f Hell; I am broken in judgment; when I think to Pray, either I 
| have a flufhing in my face, asif I were in aflame, or fam dumb 
i) and cannot {peak, or elfe J fall afleep upon my knees; all the figns 
H of one whom God hath left forfaken and hardened. 

#) Mr.C. If God fhould impute to you the righteoufnefs of Chriff, 
M) would it be of any advantage to you ? | | 

BM) 0 Mr. Child. If God would be fo gracious, as to impute Chrift’s 
righteoufnefs to me, it would make me a happy man. 

Mr. C. Did you do what you did, in writing that Book, againft 
the light of your Con{cience, or motions of the Spirit? 

>) Mr. Child. I think I did not formally fin againit the light of my 
Boe and Spirit of God; yet what I did, was mixt with 
malice,with this cheat in my heart, It may be icmay do them good. 
: The Night before the Book was publifhed, I had fome reluctancy 


| and gripes of ConfCcience. | 
ca: C. Why did you not call them in before they were pub- 
ithed 2 


aunhea ¢ 
| Mr. Child. 1 fell ill upon it, and found my{elf more and more 
‘aes : ef- 


he 


H eught to be dones (and walking about the Room, with great hor- - 


fcourfed you, and Mr. B. and , and have thought to run down 


i | Aug. 21. 
len} «61684; 


increafing,). What do you think would give youjrelief 2: iv 


pS ate Oar prea : 

entangled and enfnared; one door was opened, and another door 
was opened to my ruin, as if I were a man defigned for damna- | 
tion. an thes 591 Pome: | 
After fome reafonings about Baptifn,, Conformity, and the | 


Troubles which Nonconformifts were under, ¢he faid,) I have ae || 


bundance of carnal flefhly Reafonings, I am under the power of | 


unbelief and diftruft ; for thefe are my Arguings in me, Should Ti) 


ftick to the Church of England, then thofé L have. written againft, 9} 


would account me the greateft Hypocrite in the world, to make {9 | 


much ado about defpair, for what I have done againft them ; i 


Should I leave the Church of England, and ftick to the Diffenters, | 
and with full purpofe of heart cleave to the Lord, then, if ever L 
am taken in a Meeting, they will have no mercy on me, and tri. | 
umph, This is the Man who made his Recantation, ahd then ruin | 


me to all intents and purpofes, and I cannot bear the thoughts of a | 


Crofs, nor a Prifon. 


a 
Mr.€. Two things are effentially neceflary to the peace of | 
your Soul, with all {peed to publifh your Recantation, and fet your | 


felfto know the truth of God, and cleave to it. 


Mr. Child. What an aftonifhing confideration is it for a man to: | 
die in this condition I.am in. ;. To be under horror for writing j 


fuch things, and yet have no power to renounce it; for fhould | 
Thad a fancy the § 
other morning, that the Sheriff and their Officers were coming to: | 
{eize all that Thad; and about a week fince I had,that word, Cam | 
thine heart endure, or thy hands be. Jtrong, 1m the day. I will contend with. | 


do fo, I fhould be quickly ruined in my. Eftate ; 


4 


thee ? I think I am now able to fatistie any Arheis in the. world, | 


in me, and he runneth upon me as a Lyon. I thought, that L | 
could go and fall at the feet of thoféI have wronged, and beg their | 
forgivene(s, and wifhed often, Oh that I could repent! O.that. God, 


would wath mein the fountain of his Son’s blood! © that E had, § 


faith, that T could believe ! 


> 


Mr. H, C. (Taking leave of Mr: Child,) Can you not defire my 


4 
. 


t fe 
#4 
a 


Prayers?, : tov 2 bot sore 
Mr. Child, This is a hard Queftion ; (and, after a little pau 


i | 


_ that there isa God ; for I find the Arrows of the Almighty fticking J 


taking Mr. C. by the hand, faid,). for. the fake of the Lord, Je as 
Chrift, pray for me at night, if there be any mercy, yet left, that I. 


may yetlye in the way of mercy. toa pov bi wl: ieee 
Mr. C. (Finding the Troubles of Mr. Child ftill continuing and) 


an 


Me. Child. 


a 


) 
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~ “Mr. Child, IF I were in Heaven, it could not relieve me; for 
there I fhould behold the face of a holy God, holy Saintsand An- 
gels, (as now I behold the face of good men upon Earth) with 
fhame and confafion of face. : 
Mr. C. If God would take you into his favour, that would re- 
licve you. 
Mr. Child. His wrath is come upon me to the uttermoft. 
/_ Mr. C. To defpair, refleés upon the Soveraignty of God’s grace. 
Mr. Child. For thofe whofe day of grace is not gone, God will 
multiply to pardon, but it is too late for me, my day is gone. 


/.*Mr.G. Did.not you write a Book before the fecond Argument? Avg. 30 
: 1684. 


Mr. Child. Idid. | 918 

Mr.C. Did not a Gentleman write fome Animadverfions upon 
it, by way of Anfwer in a Manufcript. : 

. Mr. Child. He did. 

Mr. C. Wasit a fufficient Anfwer. 

Mr. Child. It was rationally anfwered. 

Mr. C.. Yet you printed this Book afterward. 

Mr. Child. Idid. _.. 

_ After fome timeof calm reafoning, Mr. Child began tobe again 
ina great horror, and {pake to the effec following... 

Mr. Child. 1 am one of the greateft Hypocrites that ever lived 


I) upon the Earth, and fhall be-fo accounted 5 God. hath done his 


| will, and will do his will upon me. Te wicked {hall fall ito mifchief, 
andthe backflider in heart fiiall be filled with hw own ways 5. He that 
Pi be hall have peace, and walketh in the imagination of hes evil heart, 
| the Lord will not [pare him, but then the anger of the Lord, and hes jea- 
| loufie {hall fmoke against that man. Obhe thunders upon me ! fhould 
- God let out the fence of my fins on me, (as he will) I fhould houl 
_like,a Dog, roar like a Lyon,, bellow like an Ox, mine inward 
| parts would melt within me, asthe brafs- melts in the flaming fur- 
| nace ; I fhall lye lower than Fudas,lower than Fudas, I have finned 
— worfe than Fudas. 7 . 
i Mr. c. You make application of the Curfes in the Book of God, 
bat not of the Promifés; Confider Iai. 55.) Pfal. 34-5. 
and were'lightned; I look unto him, andam darkned ; he knows, 
that [have committed fuch wickednefs as never hath been done. 
Mr. C. Do you not fometimes find an inclination to Pray 2 
_ Mr. Child. Seldom or never 5 onely about an ‘hour before you 


‘ 


| 
| 


ame; Lwent about it, but the end was difmal: That day you 


i a 


+ 


Mr. Child. Promifes are Bread for Children; They looktonhim, ~ 


D2 were 
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[22] ea. | 
were here with Mr. JV. I attempted ic three times, but could do no: | 
thing. | 

“Mr. €. Shall T pray for you? oka eR: 

Mr. Child. No, no; ‘tis too late: neither Men nor Angels can 
relieve me. 

Mr.C. Fob faith, Tho’ be flay me, yet svill lirast in him. 

Mr. Child. About two months fince, I thought I had comfort and | 
relict from thence, but now I cannot truft in him ; God faith | 
he will deal in a fingular manner with me here on Earth, and in | 


true proverbs The dog w returned to his own Vomit 

was wafbed, tothe wallowing in the mire. And Mr. Child faid, When — 

{ am faint and low, I now take fomewhat to refrefh me, but in 

Hell there is no refrefhment, not a drop of water to cool my tongue. 
1 wonder that my Head (tho’ it donot ake) doth not burft afunder; | 
_ itis filled with difmal Cogitations, pS A aE 
Sept. 13. Mr. C.. with one Mr. R. gave Mr. Child another vifit, and Mr. Ré - 
put him upon faying the Lord’s Prayer.* 8. a ae SE ee | 
‘Mr. Child. I havethought of that, but I dare not fay it, for thefe 
Reafons: 1/2, I cannot call God, Father. 2dly, 1 cannot fay, Thy 

Will be done. 31y, 1 cannot fay, Forgive me my Trelpalfes as I forgive — 
them that tre[pafs againft me--- All that I haveis curft to me; Ican- i | 


i 
i 
! 

(| 


36 j 


not give God thanks for what I eat’and dinky 7 3) Tate | 
Mr.C. Have you a defire to be faved 2°) ©! ice _ ae | 
Mr. Child. Yes,upon my own terms, and not according to God’s. 
It was then askt Mr. Child, what thofe terims were? but he would. 
make no an{wer ; fo we parted. : 2 
A Conference of fome Friends with Mr. John Child. eae | 
Compa. 14 HE laft time I faw you, you faid, you had a peradven- 
ny. ture todepend upon, and that was all; I hope youhave 
thar ftill. . | | Mr. €bild. — 


t C23] 
Mr. Child. No, all is gone. 

Company. Is God gone, and Chrift gone ? 

Mr. Child. Allisgone; Iam undone. 
Company. Vhope the Lord will return again. 
_ Mr..Cdild. You cannot hope fo concerning me. 
I) Cempany. Where Chrift begins a good work he will perfec it. 
i) Mr. Child. If T had any; but all is gone (if ever I had any). 
| Corspany. You would do well to ufe the means of Grace, and fre- 
ij quent the Society of God's People,. and defire their Prayers, tho’ 
}) you fay you have no mind to pray nor defire their Prayers, yet if 
J] you go among them, you know not what God may do for you. 
I) Gonfider 2 King. 7. 4. 
yi Mr. Child. [have been fo great a. finner againft God and the 
‘Ii People of God, that God will have no mercy for me. 
| | Company. If God bring you out of this condition, ic may be more 
Ii to his honour and glory, and to your ftrengthning and eftablifhing 
i | of his People, than all you have done in times paft. 
: 
: 
| 
: 


Mr. Céild. God will glorifie himfelf by me, and make me an Ex- 
‘ample for the ftrengthning and eftablifhing of his People; but it 
1) fhall end in my deftruction. 


The fubjtance. of some Conferences held between Mr. John Child 
_ and Mr.E.P. who was frequently with him in the year before 
| he died. ; 


“SHE firft time he faw Mr. Child, after he had declared his Trou- 
4 ble, he feemed to be ina very great Agony, often {preading | 
out his Arms, lamentably expreffing himf{elf {everal times, and faid, 

Oh that I might be a good man ; bute there is no hopes for me! 
1 is now too late : I am the greateft Hypocrite in nature. 

| Mr. P. Pray you, Mr. Child, inftance in particulars. 

| Mr. Child. Thave been a dreadful Hypocrite in offering Repen- 
tance, when I had none. 
| Mr. E. P. Iam a ftranger to any Repentance you offered. 
Mr. Child. [have pretended fuch a thing, tho’ you know it not. 
_ Mr. £. P. Do you intend any Repentance you have offered for 
the printing and publifhing that Book ° 
_. Mr. Childs Yes. - 
Mr. E.P. It feems you confefs you. pught to repent of the pub- - 
lifhing of that Book. ~~ , oe 
©) Mr.Child. Yes: it requires that Repentance that I fhall never be . 
ble to give. 7 3 Mr, — 


1 


ee 


[24] i aa | 
“Mr. P.’s Friend. Do you think that God is able to pardon you? (f 
Mr. Child. No. et) | ia: F 
Mr. P, What is your reafon? | 
Mr. Child. God hath {worn in hiswrath, that I thall never enter | 

‘into his Reft. : . Name | 

Mr. P. How do you know that God hath fo {worn concerning} 
ou? | 2 | 
: Mr. Child. (Setting himfelf down, faid) I confefs a man fhould © 
‘not affirm that which he hath no reafon for, But rofe up as one lh, 
difcontented, and gave no further An{wer. fa | 
Mr.P. Pray you let me be more inwardly acquainted with they) 
ftate of your Soul.’ ll 
Mr. Child. The wrath of God is kindled and burns within me—) ) 
It'is impoflible for you to imagine my torment, and this is but an | 
earneft penny of my eternal damnation. —I have guilt enough’ 
upon me to fink feventeen Kingdoms ; and I know the Earth would | 
open its mouth and {wallow me up alive, like Corah,; Dathan, and 
Abiram, were it not that God hath referved me to be a more publick | 
Spectacle of his Anger and difpleafure, both to Angels and men.— 

/ God hath taken away my Tallent from me, and the influence of § 
the divine Spirit hath alcogether left me: I can neither pray, nor} 
defire others to pray for me; my heart is perfe@ly hardened. —_. 

Mr. P. Could you with that thofe that have an intereft in God, 
fhould improve it for you? | . a Sa 
Mr. Child. How fhould I, when I cannot defire Jefus Chrilt to | 
pray for me? I am now out of hopes, for the’ Prayers of the God- jf 
ly are recorded in Heaven againft me, (flouds of teats flowing from | 
his Eyes.) Dear bought Experience hath taught me, that it is not) 
afmall thing to trifle wich the great Concerns of Religion and E- | 
ternity, as moft men accountit. Ihave made a God of this World, )§ 
and neglected God and his Chrift; and therefore thefe things aré 9 
 jaftly come upon me. I have been a loofe and carnal Profeffor ; 
and if I were in the place of God, I fhould meet the {ame meaftire /} 
that God doth to me. My Calamity is even at the door, and all | 
men ina little time will juftifie Gods dealing with me : 
Mr. P. Pray you explain your {elf in thele things. + | aan ails! 
Mr. Child. (Evading further Difcourfé) you fhall have the full 
Account of it in print. ihe 5 5 ae 
Eis Wifes Who {hall print it? Tig Pe Fee ae 
_ Mr. P. I fappofe Mr. Child intends fome fignal Impreffion 
Divine Vengeance. 2283 A. ee 
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_ Mr. Child. Though what you have {aid istrue, yet it is not what 
Tintended ; for [have refolved to give the World an Account of 
my Condition in a printed Paper. | | 

Mr. P.’s Friend. This is an-humbling Difpenfation, that you are 
exercifed under. | ) 
Mr. Child. An bumbling Difpenfation, do you callit! I tell you 
-itisa hardening Difpenfation, and I feel it to be fo. 
Mr. E. P. [hope there is mercy yet referved for you. 
1. Mr. Child. I know I fhall have mercy, fuch as the damned have. 
Ido highly juftifie God in his dealings with me. “ 
_ A Friend. Your juttifying the dealings of God with you, is 
good fign.. : | 
_» Mr. Caild.. God can openthe mouths of Reprobates to jnftifie his 
‘proceedings. — nae : 
_ Mr. P. I hope that God will appear in a way of mercy to your 
Soul, if yon fincerely and heartily apply your felf to him. 
| Mr. Child.. The moft Judicious men know that | am a damned — 
-and loft man. ) a ini 
Mr. P. (Walking with him in the Fields) You feem now to be 
4) more fetledin your mind. Ry: 
| Mr. Child. ‘Tho’ no confideration can yield me peace or comfort, 
)yet the violence of my. Torments admits of fome intermiffions 5. 
fj and therefore Iam not fo fenfibly affliéted at all times, if I had. 
but fuch a fence of my'fin as I ought to have, I fhould burft afin- 
der, or (like Fudas)-ufe extremity towards my felf. } 
Mr. P.. What mean you by that paflage (blafpheming his Ta- 
‘bernacle) in your Letter to Mr. F. 
Same Child. By it intended reproaching and fcandlizing the> 
€harch. 
Mr. P.. C Taking the Letter out of his pocket ) Do you own the: 
€ontents of this Letter’? 2 7 oe 
Mr. Child. Yes, and it was written by me as with the Pen of a» 
ready. Writer. —I would fain believe, but all power is taken a- - 
way from me. aie (Page 
Mr. B. Thave difcourfed with Mr. a4. about your Cafe, and it~ 
| ishis:opinion; that 4Recantation is your firft ftep in order to peace: 
| nee mind, and fpoke it with:-much concern of your Soul. 
|) Mr. Child. (Shedding many téars’ and: expreffing a paflionate in-- 
quiry ) Isithisi'true, that he's concerned for me? By which ex- 
preflion,. withthe manner of it, Mr. P. collected that it gave fome- 
‘eale to the mind. of Mi. Chi/d; to have his condition entertained in: 
facha Minifters thoughts.. . The: 
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The fubjtance of another Conference between Mr. John Child ana | 
Mr. H.D. Mr. E. M. Mr. F. and Mr. J.B. ; 


Mr. D. O W is it with you, Sir ? 3 eee | 
H Mr. Céild. Tam in great confufion and diforder in! 
my Spirit I have finned againft fo much Grace, that I am with- | 
out hopes of receiving mercy. Bain :| 
_ Company. If your trouble is in refpe@ of the Book which you | 
have written, whereby you have done fo much injury to the fuf. | 
fering People of God, the beft way we can advife you to, isto free)| 
your Contcience from guilt, will be to make your Repentance and | 
Recantation as publick as your fin is, Fo. 7.19. 7 
Mr. Child. I muft confefs I ftand greatly indebted to the Publick, | 
but I am fo confufed in my mind, that when I think of doing it, I 
can do nothing. There are three things which are a burden to fi 
+ me ; my fin againft God, which isimpardonable ;_ my fin againft! 
God's People ; and another thing 4 
Company. What is that other? Towhich he made no Anfwer. — } 
Company. Do you think that impardonable fin you mentioned, ig’) 
the fin againft the Holy Ghoft ? . : 
Mr. Child. 1 cannot tell. . ay 
Company. Was what you did, done malicioufly againft God, ‘ft 
Chrift and the holy Spirit,and God's People? | 


! 
i 


m yet our Saviour |} 
o preach the Gofpel, | 


Company. It may be your Endeavours heretofore, too much to |!) 
advance Free-will, and the power of the Creature, may be one rea- 
fon why the Lord hath permitted you thus to fall. | Ae 

Mr. Child. You have hit it, Sir; I once thought there was a. 
"power in man, but now I find it otherwife, for I cannot pray; the | 
Lord hath taken away the gift of Prayer from me——l have no | 


defire after any thing thatis good. Icannotrepent. ss 5 a 
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i Company. -Chrift-is exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour to give 
repentance and-remiflion of fins. Shall we now ptay fer you $ 


Mr. Child. Yes. 
Then one-of the Company prayed, and upon parting, Mr. C4ild 
“thanked them for their Vifit, and faid to this effe@: ——AIl this 
will make againft me. . 


| A Conference Between Mr. John Child, Mr. T. 
ero we ‘and Mr. ¥. Me 


Phyficians vifiting their Patients, fo Friends, one that - 


W. Mr. A.B. 


Company. A° nei 
shes Jor is wounded in Spirit,enquire what is the caufe of his 


grief: We pray you declare your mind herein. 
bout half an hour, they-could obtain no’ Anfwer: >): 
Company. The Apoftle Paul endeavoured to reco 
had fallen from ‘an Article of 


ra’s condition ?~ | 
os Mr. Childe Spira’s conditi 


To. this, for a- 


ver fuch again as ; 
Faich, without which they could not 1 Cor. 15. 
be faved 3 and counfelled others in mecknefs to inftrn& fuch as op- 12:13)! 
| pofe themfelves, if God peradventure would give them Repentance ae 
to the acknowledgement ofthe truth ‘What do you think of Spi- ” 


on was nothing to mine ; for wrath is 
come and coming on me to the utmoft, becaufe I have forfaken 
that which I believed to be true, to ‘embrace that which I knew to 
be falfe, thro’flavifh fear to keep my felf from fafferings—I fought 
to be great in the world, but'God croft me therein in alb my de- 
figns. And fince the hand of God hath been upon me, my Spirit 


hath often-times rifen againft Godithat gave me nourilhment: by 


ethers. 


-. Company. It’s the Apoftles councel, that we confef$ our faults one 


| foodand fleep. (And looking to the Ceiling, faid,) Ifeeasit were 
a little light thro’ a cranny or crevile, as if | would defire to pray. 
_ (then Tears came down his.Cheeks. abundantly, and he faid,) If it 
would pleafe God to manifeft'him(elf to me, Ifhould be fuch a Mo- 
- nument of Mercy as never was in the world, to be.a warning to all 


to another, and pray One for another, that we may be healed. 


Mr. Child. (With Tears faid) I cannot get this bafe heart to open 
it felf farcher. t omboval Hoyo 
1 Company. rit 


Shall we pray foryou? = - 
_> Mr. Child. No, no, no. | 
| Company. vs defired you wou 

of your chief Trouble. 


ia ft: 


Id fet down in Writing the heads 
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Mr, Child:.1 did. write si ie to that effed ; bat whee , 
done; I deftroyediit... == nt to aoftionss br: 99/1, 18q5E 


Some Paflage mies Mr. Totin Child and fone bis Fried | 
9 colletted: by Mr: iSgseren , | 


Mr. Child. Sid Had a turn in my Spirit the Laft week, ; asa refale | 
| Mr.eR,) of! that’ warm ‘difceurfe Thad with. -you"and / 
Mr. H.C. concerning the emineney and foveraignty of the grace i} 
of God, but it is now gone again. ‘tf 
‘Mr. R. Implore again the Throne of Grace. | 
Mr. Child. Lregard iniquityin my heart, and God will not ea” | 
my Prayer. (And {aid to another) If God fhould fend an iced H 
from Heaven to inforin him, he fhould not believe at. ne Us sod ME 
» (Mr. Child (to Mr. 42) cannot pray. : odt aay’ 
| oMr.d% How can you, fo lohg.as' ocala a Lyei in ‘youl right | 
~) hand 2? Retradwhat youhave done: Epa bet iy orelfe: Vou cannot y 
extpett tohave:an heart tocpray. 9. ) glo 4) 
Mir Ohild.: (BooM rs. 1.) Ldnveitenlauahie a thing.i is valli that I) 
who have preached fo much of the Glory of another World,dhonld | 
now be deprived’ of at all: >You will as fuvely fee mes ilamned, as (|! 
, pan now dee me ftand here. | 
Masi A4cHave yowno intermillion?-~Do fach though always | 
atiend youn. d ' 
2bMm: Gbild. Bihaydsi neritic demesimshia ? off ct agen ng Ss ie 
nurs, dd. <Doryou think God caftinot fave: you!? son Led — ant 
\Mr..Qhild:: Yes; he canys sor clfe J frighe defite tobe in Helin 
mediately. C Digi en Rowe ti 
oMrsaltDo you shine ana will-not fave. you ? isi] obit 
Mr, Child. T cannot :-bélievesthatshewilleisvob ross iee'T ace 
“Mee W hatcasithecaufe of all histronble Low slasiq biiew 
tes Mr, Child. That curfettBoak.: | 719700 é yore. Jormeenael 
Being at one Mr. C.’s, in fits cane concerning “Francis Spina; Mn. | 
Child aid, Lanvan bund ed tishesigreatei finder-than Spirayathou- 
{and times tén’ thoufand on yaa a ‘handged qhiout: ames timesya 
greater finner thaheahes to9 ioriitno 1 GistviseT iW) ! 
Mr. C. Do you love me? et jot ag 
Mr. Child. Llove you. (And taking: Jin€:bythéihand aid) oon 
jure thee by the eternal God, that thou take cars.ef my | Wife and 
‘Children: Diwould give terithoufand. worlds fora: God, and often— 
Oh, what an ungodly Sk a I! Husband cannot pray, Wife 
— Cannot 


as = a 


—<—— 
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ion {29 
‘eatinot pray, Children cannot pray, Servants catinot pray’ s ‘while 
- others are ferving their God, wedonothing, © 


1) Mr. P. Mr. B Mr-L. giving him a Vifit, asked if they fhould pray 
mewith hime 3.7 ae she el ate 
i © Mr. Child. No, it is too late—The company of good mén are a 
| Burden to‘me+—They preft him to publify Repentance for his 
Book that had caufed him fo much trouble. = 
Mr. Child! Thave fometimes ‘thought {o to do; but I am fo con- 
|| fafed and*confounded in my mind, that I know not what to do: 
-Ican do nothing to purpofe. | 
2 Mr. L. (Offering him fome good Counfel, and he returning no 
|) Anfwer, faid) Do you think what I {peak is infignificant 2 is there 
1) no weight in what we fay ? | 
 Mr.Child. There is not only enough in what you fay to raife a 
man from Earth to Heaven, but from Hell to Heaven, untefs fuch 
an one:asI, who have an heart of a Devil—I have-no heart to read 
or pray, all good is departed from me. . 

a Mr. Child, to Mr. asking how it waswith him, an{wered, Very 
Hie : ‘ ; ‘ 
|) © Mr. 14 Mean’ you in body, or mind? 2 TEN 
Al. Mr. Cid walking up and down the Room very difcon(olate, 
[} looking much downward, a“ sf 

|) Mr. 24 faid, Why do you look fo much downward ? ‘Look up 5 
Hl) for Salvation is not from beneath, ‘but from above.? °° 3 
| Mri Child replied, I would look upward, but I-cannot——To a- 
| sete faid, That hellifh Book would’ ruine him ‘in ‘Body and 
r aI ‘ss ; mT $3 bo th 

- Another faid, The learned Dr. Tot inthis Vindite Gratia’, coti- 
feffeththere were depths in the Controverfie between Calvanifts and 
Arminians, which he could’ not fathom, yet: he believed’the truth a- 
gaintt the Armiinians. Ob 22 MW TIDE OGH e829 ee 

~ Mr. Child. Oh Ithought I could have-dived to the bottom of it 
by parts, but [fee T cannot.—And then, atid at many: other times 
faid=T am broken in Judgment, Fhave no confiftency iti my {elf: 
- Addirig--I have trifled in Religion, trifled, trifled many times: I 
am doft ; there is no hope! io hope Spats ¥ aor 
_ Another Friend prefent with ‘him, ‘had mentioned and turtied to 
Prov. 1. 25,26. Ye bave fet at nought all my counfel, and would none of 


my reproof: I allo will laugh at your calamity, I will mock when your 
p fear come Liki } = 


C 30%] | 
_ Mr. Child took the Bible, put his finger on the place, fhewed it 
to us, and faid, That’s my Portion, 9 3 ai | 
Mr. P. {peaking to Mr. Child concerning Redemption and For-! 
givene{s thro’ Faith in the precious Bloud of Chrift, and exhorting,| 
him. to truft to it. | sb ah 4 
Mr. Child anfwered, Oh _I cannot reach it, I cannot come at it, 
| Again (with a deep figh) faid; The black Token of Reproba-i 
tion are upon me. Kee keh lace 
Mi You are obliged to ftoop tothe Soveraignty of God. | 
Mr. Child. Oh, I cannot, I would be above him. Oh that there (J 
Should be an eternal blefled Being, and I fure never to enjoy him! | 


That there fhould be an eternal Wrath and Punifhment, and I. fare i 


i 
! 


to fall, to fall under ir ! I fhall be an eternal Monument of the. 
Wrath of God! — | Set | 


q 
q 


- The Effett of a Conference had with Mr. John Child, by T. Ps 
Letween whom there had been for divers years more than @ 
common Intimacy and Converfation. Be CBS 1G | 
M R. Child fignified by a Friend, he had a great defire to {peaks fr 
-V# with F. P. and fent<a fhort Letter to him to that purpofe,. Ii 
concluding it thus :.[ may be of advantage to the wretched Soul of bina | 
who was formerly known to you by the name of John Child. } oot El 
7. P..gave him.a meeting, and found him in a very dejected and. I 
defpairing frame, full of horrer and confufion, crying out, (as {oor | 
as his Tears would give him leave’) that his condition was exceed- | 
ing bad; ithat he was a miferable wretch; that he had finned at am | 
extraordinary rate; that there was no mercy for him ; he had. | 
been guilty of chofethings {poken of Pfal..50.19,20: and that the 
22th.verle was a dreadful, werd to him; for as God had there threats || 


ned; fo he woulddo to him, even tear him: in pieces, ’ 
I. P. God there calls upon men who had forgotten: hin 
fier in order to Repentances),.j [,)..5 ) iigsod? I AO -LidoM 
Mr. Child. Yea, fo: it, was,|,and’ that. fometime gave mea litrle: 
hope 5 but it. was quickly over. € And: rifing up and-walking,. 
{mote his breaft faying,). Sir, Lam damned,. Lam.damned 3 it ig, | 
mot certainly fo! my day is over., © Qh.that it. were with me as, 
in days.paft!. butitiscoo late: The Decreeis gone forth, it is fealed 


to cone | 


in Heaven sand it isirreverfible :- Jefiis cannot.now fave me; he will: 
not, he.cannot mediate for me, I have fo. much offended himy, in: | 
malicioufly abuling his People.—Oh what a.Wretch was Li), what: as | 
Spirit. was Bled. by," oa ) IP. 
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_. ¥. P. Remember the goodnefs of God to Mankind. 9) =n: 
Mr. Child. That is a truth fill, thac is a truth ftill, but I cannot 
§) Jay hold on it : and by how much the more I have believed and 
aflerted ic, fo muchthe greater is my Sin and the aggravation of my 
— Condemnation. : 
7. P. Remember what the Prophet {peaks, Fer. 3. 5, 12513; 
| Will be referve his anger for ever— Behold, thou haft fpoken and done 
|) evil things as thou could st, Go and proclaim thefe words— Return thou 
|) back/liding Irael— I am merciful, faith the Lord, I will not keep anger 
HW) for ever, only acknowledge thine iniquity— 
-. T.P. Knowing his former temper of Spirit, told him, he feared 
his Pride and Ambition had prompted him to do and publifh fuch 
things, whereof he now felt the unfupportable {mart. | 
Mr. Childs This is true, Pride and Covetoufne(s: hath: ruined: me, 
it hath undone me, I have been: too much influenced thereby ; I 
have been an Hypocrite ; I am fo now ;. I {eem to repent ; Ido. 
not, I cannot repent. 
 £P. 1 advife yow to-take care of your health, and confult with 
- fome able Phyfician, left this diftrefS and horror of mind:bring you 
under {uch Diftempers:as may render you more uncapable of recei: 
ving that advice and comfort. that may be offered to.you from. the 
- Word of God.. ) d i ‘ otk 
> Mr. Child: walking to the end of the-Room, turned back with a: 
very ftern countenance, and ftriking his hand on_his:breatt, faid, 
No, Sir, I cannot pamper this Body, for God will have it made a 
4) remarkable Example to thisGeneration. loa vail 
TP. Ladvife you to frequent hearing the Word of God.. 
~_Mr. Child. I havenoinclination to it., 
T. P. Offered that fome fhould come and improve fome, hours in: 
Prayer to. God for him ; but to this Mr..Child gave no an{wer. 
| This is the fabftance of what pafled betwixt us about the begin- 
ning of August. And foon after, going a Journey, T faw him no» 
more. 
Many other Paffages,to the like effe&,were uttered from Mr. Child, 
, with. which his ‘countenance, geftures, and whole behaviour, bors, 
-fach a proportion, as were fufficient to evidence to all. perfons.of 
_ underftanding and fobriety, who had formerly known him, and: 
then heard and beheld him, that he apprehended the Arrows of 
the Almighty to-ftick faft in him, and that the troubles, darknefs,. 
- confufions; horrors and affrightments of his: Soul, were not lefs, if” 


p they were. not much more. than-his. Tongue exprelt. an eee et 
pc and, 


32] | 

~and fear of the righteous Judgments of him: who is the fearcher of §j. 
all hearts, whom this Man’had fo highly offended, in fianing a- 
gainft the light: ahd checks ofshis Con{cience, I fuffer not my | 
thoughts to run out concerning his Eternal Eftate. His remorfe 6f * 
Con{cience, felfcondemnation, frequent asking forgivenefs of his § 
offended Brethren, . begging the Prayers of others, and attempts to | 
pray himfelf, {Cemed to favour of that which himflf would nota |. 
low to be called repentance, perhaps becaufe his publick recahtas | 
tion of the injuries done to his Brethren (which he acknowle . 
to bejuft, but by reafon of fhame, and thereby expofing himéelf to a 
fufferings and loffes, he could not bring his heart throughly to-.con- | 
fent to it) were by fome: made the terms of it. And however it 
pleafeth God, in his long-fuffering, to permit, without ‘an open re: 
buke, fuch as make it atrade, for gain fake, without any? diftin- 
-étion of perfons, as ignorantly as malicioufly to brand and calam: |) 
niate a whole Society, with the high Crimes committed by fome | 
few that bear their Name, to-the {Candal and grief of alltheir Bre | 
thren, yet our God is a terrible God, that accepteth no man’s. per- || 
fon, nor taketh rewards, butis known by the Judgments he execu: | 
teth ; and in this'Perfon we; have a dreadful Inftance of his ‘High |; 

 Difpleafure againft fach, whoby-their Converfation amongft their |) 
Brethren, know how to diftinguith between the guilty and the ins 
hocent, and yet will dare prefimptuoufly, for private and felffh {p, 
ends, hypocritically, and:againft the diétates of their own Knows | 
ledge and Confcience, malicioufly to accufe a whole Paity, as. |, 
guilty of fuch things, whereof he knows, (if there: becany) ies 
but here and there one among thoufands; that have everadminiftred _ 
any occafion for fuch an accufation: which maybe a warning tous | 
all how we offerid in the like kind. | Ba He 
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Mr. John Child's Afperftons 
| in-bis printed Plea of the 
_ Nonconformifts for the Con- 
 formifts, to which, as we 
_. feppofes bis Paper, written 
with his own Hand, tran- 
io foribed-in the other Colume, 
refers — 


Page - a ens Nonconformitt 


haveno Order at all, 


“efpecially. the generality of Me- 


ichanical Preachersin thar Way’; 


{| for citherthey eave their Cal- 


“dings , «and: Concerns: of their 
| Bantilies, and tun iup. and down 
| Brcaching of their own Heads, 
| mpon a phanfibal {uppofition; that 
_ they are able to Preach;or elfé, 
-at moft ;- have bur the.confent 
and i comnivance of -a few weak 
tperfons, dike themfelves., who. 
a@redltogether incompitent Fud- 
igesincfuchsa waighty Cafe "Phe 
| Gafelbeing truly thus, asweare 


| ableto makeit.good. 


Be ok abhi} be 
i Pag. 620% Lidurft undertake, 
hponsa dober debate, to make 
- goad, that :that doofekind of 
way, made ite of by them, ‘is 
above mecafure more ‘intolerable 
and inconvenient thanthatofithe 


| Ghusch of England, 


Mr. Child’s Recantation in bis 
Paper, written with his owx 
Hand. 


That it 1s a difhonour to the Church 
and Clergy of England, to have 


{ech anone that bath no moreWit, 


fo little Fuftice, Reafou and Con- 
cence, plead for thems that the 
Author of this Libehis aworthily fo 
- -reprefented appears by divers bale, 
fale, devilifh and moft (candalous 
» Paffages therein contained, 


People weak -and phanati- 


cal, and not ey cere pate 


Reafon for their differing from 


‘others, which is a devilifh ftroke 
-made by a back blow ;~to affert- 
-the Nonconformift have no kind. 


of Order in fending forth their 
Minifters ; that Preachers.run on 


their own heads, upona phanfiful 


fiippofition,that they. are able to 


Preach, or, at moft, have but the- 


confent and connivance ofa few 
weak perfons,is a Devilifh Lye,as 
thoufands can witnefS; to fay, it 
isa true ftate, or the Cafe being 
truly thus, as we are able to make. 
it good, Isa Lye, if poffible, more 
than damnable. & °F 


of way amongft them, more. in- 


tolerable than thofe they deffent- 


from ,isawicked and bafe reflecti- 
on, and indeed a. downright 


lic. Pag.7:. 


ey Hey are reprefented as a. 


oT fageett dgditty that he ts. 
able to. i a Joofe Kind. 
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Pag. 7. To hear fome Mi- 


milters of the Church of Eng- 


land, is not to the difkonour of 
* God, difcommodious to the 
Souls of Men here, nor hazar- 
dous of their Salvation hereaf- 
ter, 


Page 11. How thall we be- 
lieve our Nonconformifts have 
juch a reverence for thofe good 
men that are dead— when they 
difdain and reject thofe now a- 
live that.are under the fame cir- 
cumftances. . 

Pag. 14..We do fay , though 
the Nonconformifts. may. be ho- 
neft and well-meaning People, 
yet, for the moft part of them, 
they are far below fome Mi- 
nifters afore- mentioned , both 

for Learning, Parts, Pru- 
dence, Policy, yea, and Pie- 
ty too. ah 


Pag. 17. To fay, there is grea- 
ter Learning amongft them than 
the generality of others. 


Pag. 18. Take two or three 
Mechanicks in a Town, and put 
to thefé fo many Priefts and Je- 
fhits to difpute, and what fearful 
bafling work will they make with 
thefe poor Mechanicks or Lay- 
Preachers, 


- than with others, is a bafé and }) 


| 

Once to fuppofe,that the Non- | 
conformilts in general. do. hold, | 
is a difhonour to God, difcom. | 
modious to the Souls of Men | 
here,and hazardous of their Sal- 
vation hereafter,to hear good Mi- | 
niftersof the Church of England, | 
is moft weak and devilifh. 
To declare, that the Noncon. | 
formifts do difdain and reje& the | 
good Minifters of the Church of } 
England, now alive, is a vile flan- |; 
der unjuftly caft uponthem. 


To fay, though they are well- 
meaning People, yet they are far 
below fome Minifters of the }, 
‘Church of England, is monftrous | 
‘foolifh,for fo are the moft part of | 
the People of the Conformilts be- | 
low fome Minifters of the Non- | 
conformifts, for Learning, Parts, 
Prudence,and Policy too.Atwhat | 
a learned rate doth this wicked }. 
Scribler argue. : ya | 

To fay, there is greater Learn. | 
ing with the Church-Minifters, 


unworthy Comparifon ; it being 
well known, there are learned | 
and worthy Men amongft the } 
Nonconformifts , as moft ar¢ia |) 
the World. ay ee | 
To put Lay-Preachers to di- | 
{pute with Priefts and Jefuits, 
when there are Menlearned and } 
able to match them befides thefe, 
and then to fappofé the vidory | 
on the Papift-fide, is bafé and 
difingenions. — ae 


tg, 1 For their Infti- 
and Ordination , they 
sof ripe Age, 
and much Ex- 


| Pag.21. The Dorine of many 
| Noticonforinifts hath been to fec 
8) out God tobe a vehement, rigid 
| and fevere Being, ready to take 

advantage, may to make them,ra- 
> ther'than failinftancing the Epi. 
Of Fude,that (ome are made to be 
taken and deftroyed,and that E- 
_ fan;with the generality of others, 
“were hated by him chat made 
thei, wichout refpe@ to any 
- eatife on their parts, intimating 
the unmercifulnelsof God to the 
 fioft part of Mankind,making of 


| thet witha defignto damn them, 


To condemn the Party, for 
fhortnefS in a few, in refpect of 


the Minifters and the Poor, is” 


horrible Injuftice; To fay, there 
is a total vacancy of any. ufe- 
ful Order amongft the Non- 
conformifts, in refpect of Proof, 
Tryal, Ordination and Mainte- 
nance , is fo grand a Lye, 
that -the Devil. himfelf~ can- 


not ‘have confidence enough to - 
_aver it. 


To fay, they are in their com- 
mon carriage;furly,dogged, four, 
and morofe, is fo grand a lye, 
that thoufands and ten thoufands 
can atteftagainft it. 4. 8 

To charge an ill. chain of 
Doétrines and Principles upon 
a:Party, when not one in a 
thoufand do hold the fame, is 
a kind of Juftice and Charity 
that.comes from Hell. | 
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Pag. 22. And that becaufe we © 


are all as dead (whilft we are a- 
live) as a Stock or a Stone, or, 
as a-Mechanick had it ‘lately in 
his Pulpit, as dead as a Corps, 
that lyes by the Walls in a Cof- 
fin, ready for burial ; Thatthere 
is no neceflity for obedience to 
pleafe God,or work out our own 
Salvation: Nay, as one Mr. B--- 
phrafed it, not long fince ‘in a 
Pulpit, Itis Devilifh, yea, Witch- 
craft and Sorcery , for any to 
preach up doing for the obtain- 
ing Life and Salvation; and that 
love to God himfelf is not ne- 
ceffary to a man’s being faved. 
Pag. 24. I do profefs , fince I 
have allowed my felf a little li- 
berty to hear the Minifters afore- 
faid, I havebeen greatly afhamed 
to think how ill I have {pent my 
time, to’ fic under the preaching 
of pitious weak Souls of the other 


fide, and am not at all pleafed. 


to fee well-meaning: People ex- 
_ pofe themfelves for fuffering for 
fo illa Work. © pedo ooL 
| -Pag.25. For by this meats 
they may come to {ee by anéa- 
. fie rule of comparifon,the weak- 
ne{s and. infufficiency -of thofe 
that they formerly adhered :to 
and admired, together with the 
great worth and value, that is 
in the other, whom they before 
fo flighted, and efteemed as the 
Sons of Beelzebub , the Mer- 
chants of Babilon, or,atbeft, but 
the broken Army of Magog ; the 
fight and underftanding of which 
£39 i | 


When one man fhall preach 
a groundlefs Notion or Doétrine,. 
and a Party fhall be abufed for 


‘it, it is very hardly lefs than 


damnable ; many thoufands do. 
hold noble Principles that have: 
not affinity with a wronging 
God, Man, or the Gofpel. 


To {pend timein fitting under: | 
Pitious weak Souls, is better than, 
to{pend it:in-damnable lyes and, 
flanders.again{t good:mens 


EER a 


Ry at BY 


Vainiiganit KIEAT cslene 
To fet forth the:-Nonconfor- 
mift {etting. light -by Church- 


Minifters , efteeming. of them. — 
Sons of Beelzebub, Merchants,of 


Babilon-, or -broken|| Armies of — | 
Magog, is:highly devilifh, full of 
poifon, and calls for great dam- 
nation); to affirm, that the gene- 
rality: of . the} Nonconformift- | 
Preachers, are weak, fhallow,il- 


licerate:and incenfiderate Men, © 
is acdamnable lye, for they are | 
generally: fober _and., thinking 


aa, Se te 
seer tag 


(idoubtnot)be an effectual means 


De to cure them of that diftemper, 


which, for the extravagancy of it, 
may be called a Vertigo or Ca- 
lenture. 

Pag. 26. If the Nation fhould 
be influenced by {uch men (as 
the flocking to them,and leaving 
the other tends thereunto) then 
down goes our Schools of Learn- 
ing,the famous Univerfities, and 


‘not only fo, but down goes our 


Churches and Publick Meeting- 
places, which are the beft con- 
veniences for folemmnizing of 
Gods Publick Worlhip. AsI knew 
| a mechanic Brother once,that with- 

~_ed,that all the Parifh-Churches in 
| England were of oneintire body, 
and that he was able with a Cable 


men ;° to ¢eall them Brethren, 
with {uch blafting and poifonous 
breath, is the Serpent, and worfe 
than a Dog.. 


--To bring in “one perfon that 


-might be mad and miflead, an E- 
nemy to Parifh-Churches and de- 
firetheir downfal, and to lodge 


this at the doors of the Party, It 


makes thé; Author a grand Devil. 
That paffage (1 might: enlarge 


here,but I {pare the weak |} favours 
of contempt andhellith pride; to 
fay,thatthey deny Learning ,tram- 
pleuponTradition,and beatdown 
Reaton, isfo grand a lye, that the 
Author can never ftand under it, 
when God comes tojudge for it. 


to draw them into the Sea,he would do it,thd he perifhed with them. 
| And this not all neither, but down goes the Minifters Maintenance--- 

- I might inlarge here,but I {pare the weak. 1. They deny Learning. 
2. They trample Tradition. 3. Reafon itfelf; this noble and renown- 


ed Soul falls. under the fame misfortune,with its good old Friend and 


' -uncapable of the former,and ve- ' 


Neighbour, Tradition. Oh! what Clamours have we raifed againft 
it, calling of:it carnal Reafon, corrupted Reafon, blind Guide, and 
what not, and blows ftruck ready to break the Pulpit,thatthey may 
thump it down fufficiently...- < igtty DAG 

Pag. 28. They tolerate men) ;,./That they tolerate Men unca- 
pable of Tradition, and defective 


ty. defective in the latter, fuch 
whofe learning never made them 
eapable of reading with a di- 
din& and proper pronunciation. 


_ ~ They flight,undervalue,and re- 

ject men of the beft parts and 

__ earning in the Land,as might be 

|. made appear,not only by the fur- 

~ dy carriages they fhew towardsthem,but by shunning their company, 
F2 


and at all times refufing to hear them. 


in Reafon, flight and reje& men of 
the beft parts and learning in the 
Land,and fhew it by fuch carria- 
ges,and shunning their company 
at all times,refufing to hear them. 
This is fo notorious and foula 
flander,that declares the Author to 
bea blind and befotted Devil. 


—ITo 


C738] a 
To number up the Se@s to 
. i€wenty or forty, carries afecret | 
“that muit be ac- 


_ -!Tofet afide more private dif: « 


orders,we have them that are’o- 
pen tothe fight of the Sun ; wiz. 
forty diftin@® Seés, fome fay 
twenty at leaft.— 


Pag.29,30. Thatfuch domoft 


abound and we are moft certain 
to have them in the Miniftry of 
the Church of England; for the 
clearing of this,the experience of 
many years tells us, that out of 
the Miniftry of the Church o 
‘England,we have had Men fit to 
Preach before great and mighty 
Princes, the high Courts of Par- 
‘liament, the grave and reverend 
Judges of the Realm, the Magi- 
ftrates and Courts of Aldermen 
in great Cities and Corporations; 
yea, their Learning and Educa- 


malice in it, 
counted for, 


It isfuggefted,as if thelearning 
of the Nation, and mens being 
made ulefal thereby, wasin danger 
ofbeing loft ifthe Nonconsfhould 
profper ; That many Preachers 
leave their Gallings and Families, 


of under prétence of being called to 


preach, that underftand not their . 
A,B,C,can hardly {peak common — 
Sence,thatoften preachNonfence,. ; 
Confafion, and fometimes Bla- i) 
{phemy that have not an habit of 
‘Knowledge,nor'Books,nor allow 

themfelves time to ftudy. > 


~ 


tion hath’been fuch, ashath rendred them fit to. be Countéllors of 
State,togive Advice to Princes,to go Ambafladorsupon grand Met | 
fages (for their Countrey’s good) into Foreign Parts: But where 


+have.any arofe out ofthe Mechanic 


And is noe this for the 


Preachersofthe Nonconformilts? | 


honour of a Nation, where Science #iali fo 


flourish) thatafort or rank’ of men, which commonly is below the. , 
Gentry, in point of defeene, thould, by ‘Learning and good Eduea- 
_ Won, become able to deliver God’s Meflage to their Princes and | 


Rulers, and their Princes 


Ambaflages. to. Foreign States ; and would. 


not allthis be loft; if thé Nation hould befirflered to lofe its Learn~ | 


ing, and to be immerfed 


into dull and-clownifh literacy? 


There willbe afieedom from ancedke(s charge,in contributingtothé: | 
Matntenance.of weak and filly Men, who carelefly leave either their: yl 
civil Callings\(and expofe their Families to ruin and decay,andtode- | 
_ -peadupon others tobe providedfor) under a pretence of beingcalled. | 
toPreach,when God knows they do not undgrftand their 4,B,C,.in. | 
‘Religion,can hardly {peak commonience;and are fo farfrom being. 


‘able to. convince critical Gainfey crs, 
teach the Ignorant, or to foim 


s, a8 that they know'het how to. | 
‘one fight dnteliigible ‘Notion of _ | 


Points fundamental, nay, {uch they are, as often preach Nonfénce,, | 


Contufion,-and fomotimesBlafphemy. # 
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am 
if 


! A farther Account of the Jad State of Mr. John Child, as ét was 
| written with his own Hand, being found in his houfe after his 
| death, and delivered by hig Wife to Mr. H.C. take as fol- 


_— boweih. 


; 

l 

se 

i Pride, Folly, Madnef, Villany, and great wickednef retracted. 

the hearts of men as to make them forget 
“| God, grieve his good Spirit, fin againft Chrift, offer horrible 
| violence to the light of Grace, the facred Law of their Maker, and 
Wthe rational powers of their own Souls, as well as caufe grief and. 
piercing forrow to ‘che hearts of their dear Brethren, is not only ve- 
“tified and confirmed by variety of bad Examples, and inftances both: 
from Scripture and. Hiftory, but hath alfo appeared notorious and 
| evident in a late unparallel’d {nftance of one who hath been 2 Pro- 
| feffor of the Chriftian Religion, and that after the moft ftri@eft 
. /manner of thefe latter times for many years, Viz. The Author of 
| he Second Argument ; who forgetting God,and the great Obligation 
| she ftood in toLim and to all Mankind,efpecially the good and beft 


’ “Hat Satan may fill 


: art thereof, did {afer him(felf fo far to-be aéted by a diabolical in- 
| Beacs and the miniftry of Darkne&, as not only to defért thole: 
perfons which he did believe and knew to. be God’s Jewels, ( choice: 
| Vand good) but with a hard heart, and bold, impudent, and fteeled 
ehead, a _moft poyfonous ‘breath, and viperous tongue, did fet 
fort: : fhonour of God, and the unfpeakable grief. 
| of multitudes of good and pious Souls, a prophane and fcandalous 
|) Libel, under poctence of perfwading to Peace and Unity ; where- 
|| asthe chiefeft defign af it was to advance his Pride, to vent his: 
I] Spice, and malicioufly to fpit forth the very Fire of Hell againft 
“fome, yea againft many that he had taken offence at: which with: 
me and great 
ip! n, and efpecially to {uch as knew him, 
|) and offended by him. | | : 
' x. He confeiles his great pride, foolifhneS, and prefimption, in; 

| Method'to Unite. fach different 
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confufion he defires to confefs both to God and. .. 
». and were forely grieved. - 


whole Wifdom,. Parts, and Learning, he nee 
ching. 
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_ [40] | 
thing to compare; for which he is bowed down, and asketh par : 
don. 7 | 

_ 2. In giving the leaft touch, glance, or intimation, as tho” God: | 
Ordinance of the Holy Supper, were {o low and indifferent a thing 
as might be made ufe of to anfwera carnal end, or fécular d | 

3- That he fhould, render men odious to the Nation, as being E. 
nemies to the’ Miniftry and their maintenance, and the provifios| 
made by Law for the poor 3 for this he accufeth him(elf of bein 
injurious, and prays for pardon. 
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4.. That he should bafely refle& upon mens Callings in a way of 
lightnefSand difdain; he thinks ic great madnefs and folly, ani 


i 
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-begs pardon both of God and man for it. th tan | 
5. That he fhould fo boldly and pre{umptuoufly pry into the De) 
€rees of God, and fo abufively fet forth the confequences of men: 
Opinions about them, in {uch horrid, harfh, and unfaitable Lani 
Suage, charging the Authors of thofe Opinions with the higheft 
{train of Murder, even of God himf{elf, he is unfeignedly forry 
and begs pardon. ‘And that he fhould render the Body of th 
Nonconformifts weak, foolifh, and contemptible to their Enemies 
he thinks were great wickednefs, and that he fhould call them ah 
villanous Body of men, he confeffeth with a bleeding heart, fe’ 
high a ftrain and degree of wickedne§ in it, that "tis like bla{phee! 
ming God's Tabernacle, and them that dwelt therein ; for which} 
he is forry a thoufand fold, and begs the pardon of God and alh} 
good men. That he fhould give occafion of {tumbling to any, 
whereby he may be guilty of their bloud, at the thoughts of which 
he trembles, and begs pardon with his whole Soul. That hei} 
fhould {peak againft his Brother, and flander his Mothers Son, mae! 
king the hearts of the Righteous fad, that God would not havell 
made fad, and pain and grieve all that were acquainted with him | 
this he confeffes to be a fin of a deep dye, and his heart’ is ready to : | 
rend afunder for it, and: with an agony begs pardon of God and} 
all good men. That hé fhould bring {uch fhame and ‘confifion 
_ upon himfelf} as to exclude him the comfortable fociety of good '} 
people, and rendér him both atraid and afhamed todo his dut il 
in vifiting thofé that are under affliction; for thefe great wic od. 
nefies and damnable villanies, and any other that ma be ‘contain- | 
ed in that deteftible and accurfed Pamphlet aforefaid , which for | 
want of the fight of, I cannot enumerate. I confefs my felf a ¢ 
tmon{tious Wretch, a great Tranfgreffor, an horrible AGor of wic- | 
| s 5 Paar | kednefs, 


| | [qr] | 
[xednefs, a Gratifier of the wicked and worft of men, a prime Ene- 
E y to many godly people, ‘a Promoter ofthe Devil's defigns, a 
Arreat Provoker of God and ‘his'Son, an Enemy to my felf, a Pro- 
Bjurer of the ruine of my Family ;. for which I pray that my Soul 
Pinay efcapethe damnation of Hell: Amen and Amen, OGod. 
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ty wother Paper ‘written as a Poft{cript to the former, by Mr. 
#) John Child’s own hand ; a Copy whereof take as followeth. — 
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Aving met with the vile and. accurfed Book: called the se 
WB cond Argument, and the Author being filled with horrour and 
wftonifhing confufion , at the perufal of it, could not well tran. 
dicribe the firft Paper, and put things into an orderly method 5. 
s\therefore thought fit to write this by way of Pofticript. 


i 


il First, He thanks God that he is not yet'in Hell, lamenting his 


ulfolly, wickednefs, and violence with Cain, Baalam, and fudis; 
‘Mut has a lietle time to leave this Account of things, in re{pect of 
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pre. 


the firft- defign and progrefs of the illcontrived, infamous, re- 
proachful, and {candalous Libel. : 


ees as 
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| 
sndeavour to correét, ee. | is devilifhly proud and infolenc 5 
Aled. part [a fight of their folly in being debarred of their Civil 
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Rights, for groundlefs Scrupulofities in Religion | this is bold, 
Q cy, and uncharitable. The 2d. page, and parc of the 3d. a filly 
trifling Prefumption. 4. The 4th page, the fuggefting any thing _ 
of an undervaluing nature, touching the Holy Sacrament being. 
a civil thing, of a dangerous tendancy. Declaring in page 9. 
i the greateft number of Nonconformifts to hold Principles dan- 


il x. That the very beginning in thefe words, [it hath been our 
| 


geroufly Heretical, ‘and abominably abufive of the bleffed God. | 
his he confeffech mot only te be a rafh, injurious, and uncha- 
if ttable, but a devilifh, {piteful, and malicious Slander ; to be not 
Bjonly hard Meafare, but hellifh Cruelty and Injuitice; to f{tretch 
the confequences of mens Principles, beyond the fence of theit 
minds, and then charge wickednefs upon them is againft Juftice, 
Mercy, and all. good Nature; to, impute-fuch. ill things to the 
main Body or greateft number of them, that is contained in, the: 
two following pages; asit is bold and defperate to xeport the: 
| Same | miatter,, 
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matter, fo it is moft horrible Injuftice , and malicious Envy, tl 
fix the Grime, to declare them upon a wicked foundation to: by 
| no true Ghurch, to pronounce them a* Villanon |. 
Body of People, to be bloudy Murderers of Gan 
their Maker in the attributes of his Wifdom, 
Holinefs, and Goodnefs, to proclaim them Mon | 


“* One of the Paffages he here 
refledts upon, is his printed Se- 
cond Argument, exprefled in 
thefe words, pag. 11. 


Now if a found and true Notion 
of God be the firft and foundation- 
Principle of Religion ,. and -con/é- 


quently of a true Church; then fuch- 


as have it not, but the manifeft and 
diveét contrary , can be no true 
Church, becaufe upon a wicked and 
fale foundation. Such I am. fare 
there are among the Sectaries: axd 
if fuch a Villanous Body of People 
w the beft and true Church, that e- 
ver in their frft and main Princi- 
ple thus bloudily murder their Ma- 
ker in bs moft admirable Attributes 
of Wifdom, Holinef, and Goodnef. s 
I do wonder in my mind what kind 
- of People the World a. 


and againft the Law for the 


ous and had a tendency to ftir 
up Rage and Perfecution 3 - fe | 


fters, to be giddy and foolith, to want Wit anc 


Policy, is fuch a venomous Lai 
guage , that Hell could not ex’ 
ceed. being in very-deed, hor: |) 
ribly wicked, abominable, and} 
devilith ; juitly deferving dam} 
nation, and for which the Au| 
thor doubts’ he. fhall -haedly @| 
{capes And page 13. to repre 
fent them Enemiés to the Bi}, 
shops and Clergy, Underminer | 
of the Schools.and Learning, | 
Maintenance of the Poor, wat! 
fpightful, devilifh, and malici| 


which a deep Repentance is re- | 
quired. ‘To mention mens Cal 
lings ina way .of lightnefs and | 
and Derifion, was highly bafée, 
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| vender a Difcourfe of this Nature, of little ufe, 
¢ the Inftruments of our Ruine , an 
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frians, of what Perf 
| “phis Conftruttion pa upon the 
| time, as if we defign’d to make the 
‘vefrefhing th 
A) tural effect 
naked Defign being only 


and this Glorious Defign of his Majefty’s, will have fuch an happy iffue, 
he Followers of Christ, into [uch a condi- 
as well as their Duty, not to Contend for 
| Perfecution,and if our Paffionsbe cool’d,by wanting Power to do Mifchief, 
| the thing its felf, viz. the Doctrine of Perfecution, may be fafer difeufra 
| hs the lawfulne£ of it. 
| tending 


far 


Hs NARRATIVE was prepar'd for the Pref foow after 
the Death of Mr. Child, but the Severity of the Times were 
fuch, that no Printer would undertake it, nor darst the Com- 

oe oe ilers appear to own it 5 not that the Marter of Fatt, in any 

refpect , wanted of truth, or the Language bar{h and reflecting om the 

M) Church of England 5; we bope we may, without vanity, fay, that it’s 
avritten with a Temper futable to the Profeffion we have always made 

of Love and Charity to thofe that differ from us , and though the face 

of Affairs in this Nation be fince changed, through the Goodnef of God, 
and the gracious Favour of his Majefty towards us 
all our Aétings, to fhew the fame Spirit and Te 
afion foever, and we woul 

Publication of this Narrative at the 

Church of England odious, by 

e Memory of {0 dreadful an Accident , which was the na- 
of fome of their Perfecutions: God w our Witnefh, our 

to Arraign the Practice of Perfecution it felf, 

without reflecting on any who have been the Inftruments, hoping Time, 
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> we purpole in 
er towards all Chré- 


@ to all that profes to be t 
p| tii, cat fee it ws their Intereft, 


We bad a Defign to have Publif'd fometbing in thi Poft{cript, 
to a Hearty Union and Love among all Chriftians , which 
| as allo intimated im the beginning of the Narrative , but the prefent 
Te of fome Mens Zeal, which fets their’ Paffions om fire, will 
they contending to pre- 
a a the removal 


eRe te. 
arming 


_ ae - -_ 
omy as 
i: ae : Ch a EM a 
pe sn Tm ca cernliamtnen ates ca creer te ree nae . : the 


es Se ee - 
Po, = eal ane ech aR 


Geese ett, amen 


and we believe all thinking Men will agree with us, that we have | 
ground for this Apprebenfion : All we fhall fay to it, at prefemt, a, 
that we hope our Aétions fhall conftantly witnef to the truth of this, § 
that we defign nothing, but to be in a capacity of living quietly by \ 
our Neighbours , and fhewing how much we love and value thofe that | 
differ from ws, by forgetting Injuries, and ftriving who {hall fhew moff My 
of the Spirit of the bleffed ‘fefus, which confits in Meeknef,, Forgivene(, 
and Forbearance. ‘ es p | 
That which we fhall add, with refpect to the Narrative its (elf, athe, im 
That it’s a true and dreadful Inftance of a Man {card into Conformity, » 
by the Severity he [aw on others, and in part felt himfelf; that the 
Temptation met with his Corruptions , (which, if bw own charge on | 
himJelf be not too fevere) you fee verified by his own Papers; yet this 
excufeth not the Doctrine and Praittice of Perfecution ; if fo Satan \\ 
might wafh his hands alfo of the Sins of Men, and though fome Men \\ 
may know the beginnings of Sins , yet none knows the bounds of it: fo, 
after his Conformity, he drew his Pen, and. dipt it in Gall against his sy 
Brethren, going on to do violence to bis Conjcience, till God in a dread. sh 
ful manner awaken'd it against himfelf, fo as prov'd terrible to all the i 
bebolders, as well as to bimfelf, the Particulars whereof fhall not be re- |\ 
peated ; we account it aloud Voice against Perfecution , and durst Ne 
sot filence it, lest we fhould betray this Witne, of God against it; we \W 
know Authorities of Scripture and Reafon are best to work upon the 
Judgment, to convince the World of the error, of doing that to.o- | 
< thers, that. rwould not they fhould do to them: but a Fatt of this Nae 
ture may move the Affections, and corroborate that Light that\Aden \ 
receive from thence; and for this end it was at first intended to be y 
publifhed. It’s a dreadful thing , not only to break in upon the Civil 
Rights of Men, on account of Religion , but far more to be Tnftruc || 
ments , to put any upon [uch aways , which not only endanger their | 
Peace of Confcience here, but their Eternal Welfare hereafters and \ 
this Evil we are bold to charge Perfecution with, and have evidence 
enough for it in this very Infhances pater, 
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The Dicourfe of the Nature and Office of Confcieace, that ‘yous, 
find m the beginning of the Narrative, was written by a worthy Bro» (i 
ther of ours, for Private Satisfaction, which we have prefumed to:pub: 
Lifh, we humbly conceiving it to be for Publick Good. int 
The Conclufions that we think are natural from the foregoing Narrae 
Tative, 7s: i ly The at ee 
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oF rit, That all Men be exceeding careful of bidding Defiances 20%, e 
Conciences 3 out of it may come a ferong Wind, that rends the ‘a, 


| Re chi > however fome Men may not tafte that feverity this Man did, 
Ni bur zo to the Grave with their Bones full of Marrow, yet it’s certatn- 
j ; the Duty and Interest of every Man, to take diligent heed to keep a 
| Con{cience void of offence towards God and Man, that they may efcape 
Wtbat Shipwrack that this Man, and other Inftances of the World, of 
Wthe like nature, have met with. God fometimes makes forme. Men Pil- 
MWers of Salt; that the fecure World may be avakened, and that Atheifts 
and Propbane Perfons may tremble at the living Inff ances of the Sove- 
tl reignty of the Divine Majefty, ia and over the Confciences of Men, 
Wovbich they would outbrave or deny the Almighty God can create a Hell 
ill on this fide Hell in the Confeiences of Men, the Fire of which, nei- 
WW ther the Artifice of Men, nor Time, not the Applicaticn of the Promi- 
ul) fes of the Gofpel, (though the fittest Mediums) can extinguifh. An 
P nfance of this you have im what the Friends of this Man tid , who 
y |) with great tendernefs endeavour d to do all they could in this kind, but 

P without fuccef, and, as is apparent im the. precedent Narrative, they had. 
| nor the humors of a Man under Natural Melancholy to deal with, but @ 
+) Man purely under the dreadful Terrors of a guilty and an enrag’d Con- 
| ftience’; a Marrof fo found and ftrong aConffitution of Body, that all that 
Vikdew him, even to the laft, could and did eafily difcern bis Difeafe was 

p|| purely Spiritual. © | ies 

I) Secondly, We concerve, at this time of. day at leaf, it may put our 
| Country-men, who have hitherto been of a contrary Opinion, to a ferious 
I] thoughts whether that Pratiice, be of God, that is attended with fuch dread- 
MW ful Inftances of this Nature, and we the rather conceive this. Narrative 
IW wfeful ar this time, becaulé the Eye of the whole Nation are upon, and thew 
tN Thoughts are at avork about thefeInftruments, we mean, the Penal Laws, 
t | which have made {uch bavock om the Liberties, Perfons, and Eftates of 
Men, and on the Confciences of many others, who yet, by the goodnes of God, 

Ml bave not felt the Dreadful Effects this: Man did, and we pray God they 
Wwever mayen rent) } rth 

iI], And above all, fince bis Gracious Majefty, by the goodnef-of God, hath 
sf) publifed His Royal Declaration, for Liberty of Confcience, asd upom 
Al (uch Grounds and Reafons, as me conceive are-ananfwerable, outdoing all. 
Al Kings and Princes, not only in the Fact of bis Clemency, but-in the Reafoni 
; : OF it's and as isis that that will be to bis immortal Honour, fo we bope, 
that it will have that Perfection by Law, that may for ever delrver this 
Nation from the. Convulfions.and Evils it has labour’d under-in former 
ee | a "2, Years, 
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| Tears, and vender us fo-bappy, as not any more fomuch as to dippute 
Perfecution be agreeable-to the Divine Law. are 
We confef we moft willingly fall in with bis Mayefty’s gracious De as, 
and fhall,to our utmoft, endeavour to carry them on, not knowing agreater | 
Service we can be capable of, rendring to God, to our Prince, our Country, 
or Religion; we certainly believe, that if once we were on even Lround | 
pith our Fellow-Subjects, it will be eafie to let them fee the Loodnee nd 
benefit of Liberty of Confcience, and how 1ufe it is, that Religion hould 
be left to him who is the Object of it, to correct the Errors of Men about it, 
and we have not only the Authority of Scriptures, and right Reafon, but 
aljo Suffrage of bis gracious Majefty to this Affertion. a 
We conclude, humbly imploring the Divine Blefing on the Perfon and 
Councels of the King, by whom we fit under our Vine and Fig-tree, ang 
pray be may live to fee the Top-frone of this glorious Fabrick of Liberty | 
of Confcience laid, and that He and his People may long live to enjoy the 
Blefings of i, and that Piety to God sand that Charity to Men which weber | 
Greve are-natural Fruits of this Liberty, may flourifla in this Kingdom. — a 
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Some BOOK S Printed for Tho. Fabian,at the Bible i» S. Paul? : 
ChurcheYard, a C. orner-Shop, next Cheap fide, 1688, | 
aa bac ce | 


Sermon takenout ofan Od yford Scholar’s Pocket, who was found 
A Dead in Bijhop’s- Wood; near High-gate, on Munday, Feb, 15. 
168; Together with a True Relation of the Manner of his being” 
Difcovered there. Now Publith’d for the Publick Good. Quarto, 
_ The Pacquet of Letters. Quarto. | | 
Bifhop Ujher’s Method of Teaching true Englifh, Offavo, 
Gouges Word to-Saints and Sinners.  Ofavo, i oe 
_ The Spiritual Guide, which Difintangles the Soul, and brings it 
by the Inward Way, tothe getting of Perfe& Contemplation, and _ 
the Rich Treafure of Internal Peace. -Written by Dr. AGiche 
Molinos, Prieft. With a fhort Treatife concerning Daily Com: 
Munion, by.the fame Author. Tranflated from the Italian Cop 
Printed at Venice, 1685. Twelves, tee Jos 
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